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abolished, some of the most promising boys would 
have to leave the institution. The cadet he had 
glected from his district would be compelled to 
abandon it. His parents had too many children to 
support, 10 allow them to keep any one of them 
in such an institution. He had selected the boy 
slinded to from the public school of his district, 
because of his superior fitness for the station, At 
the time of his being selected, the boy maintained 
himself by delivering milk, each morning, at 76 
centsaweek. He hoped, therefore, if the institution 
was to remain, that its doors would not be closed 
to the poor of the country. If either class ought 
exclusively to be educated at the public expense, it 
should be the poor. They would be most likely, 
from necessity, to devote themselves to the service 
of their country ia after life. The sons of the 
wealthy too ofien relied upon their wealth for sup- 
port, and yielded no return to the country for the 
education they had received from it. But he was 
for keeping the institution open alike to all classes 
while it existed. ' 


He was, however, opposed to the continuance of 
the institution altogether. It was in opposition to 
the whole nature and character of our Government. 
The General Government was not created to edu- 
cate men to fill its different departments. It was 
not intended that it should train up men as inherit- 
ors of its power and places—of the offices of its 
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aght out army, navy, its legislative halls, or its executive 
‘Ould tM departments; for, if the principle was to be carried 
Services HA ont, it ought to educaie men to be members of 
dmmittel ME Congress and executive officers. This was not the 
lleagte genius of free government. He t'zought, when the 


v al te people or the people’s Government wanted officers 


oragents of any kind, they ought to have the whole 


e Weil body of citizens to select from, and take the best 
arefally MMM qualified. If this institution was abolished, many 
ad some HE others would spring up among the people in its 
Visit MAE place. If the appointments in the army and navy 
an (hei 


were open to the best qualified to fill them, they 


emu would find, instead of a few hundred boys, thou- 












inst tS sands of full-sized, well-educated, ready-made 
men, every way prepared to do good service. If 

the competition were allowed, a military education 
inaliot. AE would become a part of the exercises of ordinary 
“aust OME schools and seminaries. Boys would be trained 
lersiood MM there for the army, for the law, or medicine, orcivil 
ment RE engineering. There would be no lack, he said, of 
ne allt? ME military educated men, when military educated 
Pet men are in demand; the supply, like all other pur- 
Ca Sil: MI suits of life, would be fully equal to the demand. 
a gol At present, the door of the army was closed to all 
jure i. B® who did not go through the West Point Academy. 
on We Another objeciion to it was, that the country had 
pon to pay for educating many who never rendered any 
eal service in return. At the beginning of the Fiorida 
id war, and when their services were required, they 
ri abandoned the flag of their country by scores. Out 
ee of the hundreds and thousands educated at that in- 
. oe slilulion, how many—he might say how few—had 
vb ever rendered any important service tothe country. 
saad What had been the facts recently siated on the 


floor of that House, when the subject of the 
coast survey was under consideration? Why, that 
there were not in the whole army and navy of the 
United States men competent to carry on that 
survey; and that the country must look to the pri- 
vale walks of life for the necessary talent and 
education to carry it on. 

He did not wish to be understood as speaking 
slightingly of the officers of the army who had 
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oS been educated at West Point, nor of the compe- 
ms onl tency of mostof them to perform all the daties 
at thal Tequired of them. On the contrary, he considered 


them generally as of a high order of military and 


ne Scientific men; but, as officers, they had not gen- 


| a erally shown themselves superior to the officers of 
d ought the army who had been selected from the citizens 


at large. Our recent wars, and particularly the 
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not lose by comparison with those of the West 
Point academy, or of any other school. General 
Jackson, and the uneducated officers under him, 
had shown as much skill and bravery, and had 
had more success in their Indian wars, and before 
New Orleans, than would be found in all the wars 
and battles of all the West Point officers. It 
would be strange, indeed, if that institution had 
not sent out some good officers out of the thous- 
ands there educated; but, comparatively, they had 
been few. Even now, those educated there did not 
rank in the army higher than Colonel Kearney, 
and his dragoon officers, who had all been taken 
from private life. 


It was needless, he said, to attempt to disguise 
the fact, that, throughout the whole country, there 
was a deep-rooted and widespread opposition in the 
public mind to the institution. Many States had 
instructed their Representatives and Senators to 
abolish i'; and, but a day or two ago, Connecticut 
sent in her opposition. He did not wish to im- 
pute improper motives to any member of the 
House; but it was but too apparent that, if all the 
personal connexions of members with the cadets, 
and all other political and personal considerations 
thereby created, could be excluded, the institution 
would not remain another day. 


If it must remain, he trusted all—even its strong- 
est friends—would perceive the necessity of curtail- 
ing its numbers, as was proposed by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Ma.- 
Lory.] The army was being reduced, and there 
were already more cadets attached to it than were 
necessary to fill all its offices. If, therefore, it was 
considered necessary to educate boys to make ¢ fi- 
cers for the army, it was not necessary, certainly, 
to educate them to be mere hangers-on to that 
army, at the expense of the public treasury—to be 
the “mere cankers of a long peace.” These were 
not times for useless expenditure. The revenue 
of the country was far short of its expenditures. 
Retrenchment must be made somewhere, or the 
national debt would increase. It had increased, 
he said, and was increasing ata fearful rate; taxes 
had increased, and would have to be increased still 
further to pay it; and ought they te go on edu- 
cating boys for the army and navy, and paying 
hosts of officers in both, to walk the streets of the 
cities in idleness? He was opposed to it all. 


Mr. HOLMES said he imagined there would 
be but one sentiment in relation to the proposition 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mattory ] 
It would root out the atuses of that glorious insti- 
tation, West Point, and diminish the increasing 
feeling against it; whilst it would not impair its 
usefulness. He opposed the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Roosrvetr,] and 
thought itcould not have been seriously offered. It 
might be—as gentlemen*had said—that some offi- 
cers resigned their places afier having been edu- 
cated at the expense of the Government; but he 
could testify that a number of those who volun- 
teered to go and fight against the savages were edu- 
cated at West Point; and, though retired to civil 
life, came when their country called them, and 
rushed to the battle-field. He replied to the doc- 
trine of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Brown]—that Government should not educate any 
one to fill its offices. The contrary from what the 
gentleman wished was in practice every day. He 
referred the gentleman to the whole organization 
of the army and navy. The education ef those 
who had to command must be begun somewhere. 
In the navy, it was begun with the midshipman; 
and in the army, with the cadet. If gentlemen, 
with their Oregon ideas, would precipitate us into 
a campaign in that territory, he wished to have 
men of science to conduct it; for it really seemed 
to him that they desired to conquer Oregon per fas 
aut nefas. 


army. They were already in the agmy, and init 
educated asmuch as any soldier. It would be as 
reasonable to cut off the pay of the soldiers com- 
posing the army as of the cadets. He replied to 
the objection that officers educated at West Point 
had resigned, and pictured to the House the con- 
duct of the gallant Dade and his compatriots who 
fellin Florida, and who received their education 
at West Point. He argued that the academy 
bad had an important influence upon the military 
discipline of the country, as extended and improved 
by those who had there received their education 
and retired to civil life. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Roosgve t, and lost without a division. 


Mr. MALLORY offered an amendment, pro- 
viding that no more cadets shall be appointed to 
the military academy after the Ist of July next, 
ull otherwise ordered by Congress; and directing 
the Secretary of War to report a plan to Congress, 
at the next session, for the gradual reduction of 
the expenses of th: military academy. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
amendment, so as to reduce the number of cadets 
to one hundred; but this mction was rejected— 
aye 27, noes 99. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

Provided, Thatin all cases of appointments of cadets to the 
West Point Academy, the individual selected shall be an aetual 
resident of the congressional district of the State or Territory 
from which the appointment purports to be made. 

This amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the first clause 
of the amendment, as preposed by Mr. Mattory, 
and lost—ayes 44, nves 83. 

The question was taken on the second branch of 
the amendment, directing the Secretary of War 
to report to Congress, at the next session, a plan 
for the gradual reduction of the expenses of the 
Military Academy at West Point; and lost—ayes 
46, noes not counted, 

Mr. AYCRIGG offered an amendment direct- 
ing the Secretary of War to report a plan whereby 
a person paying his own expenses may be educated 
at West Point: rejected. 

Mr. TRIPLETT offered an amendment pro- 
viding that hereafter there sball not be a board of 
Visiters at the West Point Academy. Carried— 
ayes 89, noes not counted. 

Mr. EVERETT offered an amendment providing 
that the number of cadets shail be limited to the 
number of Representatives in Congress; and that 
each congressional district shall be entitled to 
aoe one cadet,and no more, at the academy: car- 
ried. 

The amendment, as amended, was then agreed 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered an amendment 
providing that no money appropriated by this bill 
shall be applied to the payment of any larger sum 
of money to the cfficers of the General Staff, the 
Quartermaster General’s department, the Subsist- 
ence and Purchasing deparimerts, the Engineer 
and Topographical bureaux, and Military Acad- 
emy, &c., dc., than is pow paid to the < fficers of 
the same grade in the infantry, and that all laws 
inconsistent with this proviso be repealed: rejected. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee rise: 
rejected. 

Mr+ BARTON offered an amendmen!, providing 
for the restoration of the civil, and the abolishment 
of the military superintendencies of the national 
armories: rejected. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved to strike out the whole 
clause making appropriations for ordrance and 
ordnance stores: rejected. 

Oa motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the committee 
rose and reported the bill to the House. 

The question then coming up on concurring in 
the amendments made in Committee of the Whole, 


to 








Mr. ANOKEWS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question; which was seconded by the House, 
and the main question ordered. 

Mr. CALDWELL moved that the House ad- 
journ; which question was decided by yeas and 
nays in the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 67. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Torspay, January 31, 1843. 


Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from citizens 
of Maine engaged in the lumber trade, asking 
Congress to levy an increase in specific duty on 
lumber imported into the United Siates from the 
British colonies; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Manufactures, 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial, signed by” 
Benjamin J. Wood and others, citizens of New 
York and New Jersey, remonstrating against the 
repeal of the bankrupt law: referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials—one 
signed by 177, and the other by 213 citizens of 
Lockport, in Niagara county, New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the bankrupt law; 
which were referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also presented a memorial from inhabitants of 
Windsor, in Broome county, New York, praying 
Congress to repeal the bankrupt law; which was 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial, signed 
by citizens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, 
recommending the issue, by the General Govern- 
ment, of $200,000,000 of stock to the States and 
Territories, based on the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Also, presented a memorial, numerously signed 
by citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
Pa., urging upon Congress the propriety of some 
action to restore Mr. Kendall to his personal liberty, 
of which he has been deprived in consequence of 
bis faithful discharge of his duties as Postmaster 
General of the United States: referred to the Com- 
miitee on Claims. 


Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial from 
merchants and ship-owners of Portland, Maine, 
praying Congress to make such alterations in our 
commereial regulations with foreign powers, con- 
sistent with treaty stipulations, as will produce 
greater reciprocity in trade: referred to the Com- 
miitee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from John 
Dowling, attorney in fact, and administrator of 
Patrick Grey, deceased, of Jo Daviess county, Illi- 
nois, praying indemnity for a horse lest in the late 
Black Hawk war: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, presented a memorial from the city council 
of Galena, Illinois, praying that that city may be 
made a port of entry: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, presented a memorial from a number of 
citizens of Peoria county, Illinois, praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Peoria to Fulton 
city, in Whiteside county, in that State: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, presented the petitions of Aaron Payne 
and Wm. C. Murphy, praying for arrears of pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, presented the last report of the president 
and board of canal commissioners of the Illinois 
and Michigan canal; and the report of the Com- 
mitiee on Finance in the Illinois Legislature, on the 
subject of the canal; which were referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, having charge 
of that subject. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Alvin C. Gowell, representing that he invented a 
great improvement in rockets, and other fire-works, 
which had been adopted by the War Department; 
and praying compensation for the same: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
te which had been referred House bill for the relief 
of Tirzah Hunt, reported the same back, witha 
recommendation that it be indefinitely pestponed. 
The question was then put on the motion for in- 
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definite postponement, and carried in the affirma- 
tive. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back, with an amend- 
ment, the bill for repairing and repaving Pennsy]- 
vania avenue. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill extending the charters of the several banks 
in the District of Columbia; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, House bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of the Stcckbridge 
tribe of Indians.” 

Mr. P. also reported, from the Committee on 
Pensions, a bill granting a pension to David Welch; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KERR presented sdditional documents in 
support of the claim of Elizabeth Dawkins; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented joint resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of Maine, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives 
from that State to vote for a bill unconditionally 
refunding to General Jackson the fine so unjustly 
imposed on him by Judge Hall of Louisiara; 
which were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Numerous bills from the House, of a private 
characier, which passed that body on Saturday 
last, were taken up, read twice, and appropriately 
referred. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred 
the resolution of inquiry into the expediency of 
having the Assistants Postmaster General appointed 
by the President, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, reported a bill to amend the act enti- 
tled ‘‘An act relative to the appointment of the As- 
sistants Postmaster General of the United States;” 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the memorial of 
the members of the bar and other citizens of New 
Jersey, on the subject of holding the United States 
district courts at Trenton, instead of Burlington and 
New Brunswick, reported a bill to alter the place 
of holding the district court of the United States 
for the district of New Jersey; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
shipowners of the city of New York, praying that 
a floating dock, on the plan of Mr. Gilbert, may 
be constructed at Brooklyn: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the joint 
resolution to establish in the States of Kentucky 
and Missouri agencies for water-rotted hemp, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. YOUNG remarked that it had been sug- 
gested to him, by one of the Representatives from 
Tennessee, that an agency should also be estab- 
lished in that State, as a considerable quantity of 
hemp was raised there. He therefore moved to 
insertone agent for Tennessee. He would also 
make a similar motion in regard to the State of 
Illinois, for hemp was raised in that State. In 
reference to the hemp of Illinois, he would only 
say that he had presenteg a specimen to the Navy 
Department, and the Secretary remarked that it 
was the best specimen ever presented there. He 
was satisfied that in the State of Illinois, if an 
agency was established there, hemp would meet 
with very extensive cultivation. He did not desire 
to throw any obstacle in the way of the resolu- 
tion; but, believing that there would be very small 
additional expense incurred, if an agent were ap- 
pointed to each of the States of Tennessee and Il- 
linois, and not knowing of any objection to such 
anamendment, he hoped it would be acquiesced 
ip. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN said, that the resolution, as 
it now stood, only made provision for the two 
States (Kentucky and Missouri) which were large- 
ly engaged in the cultivation of this article, and in 
the preparation of water-rotted hemp. He thought 
it was time enough to create agencies in the other 
two States proposed, when they shall have made 
the same progress in the preparation of the article. 
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The agencies would involve some expense, p, 
submitted, therefore, to the Senator from Ling; 
whether, under the circumstances, those State. 
having yet cultivated so limited a quaniity of . 
article, and having made no progress in the Waler 
rotting process, it was necessary that CD cieg 
should be established there immediately, ‘w 
the necessity arises for the creation of agencies ; 
those States, no Senator would be more read . 
vote for them than he would. He hoped the Sen, 
ator frem Illinois would not jeopard the resolution 
by moving, at this late stage of the session an 
amendment which would make it necessary to rp, 
turn the resolution for action in the other House 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana spoke also of the pre v 
ress making in the State of Indiana in the cultiy). 
tion of hemp, 400 acres of which had been Planted 
by one individual alone, and he was extensive 
water-rotting it; and however desirable it Might be 


to have an agency in that State also, as the matter 


then stood he would not embarrass the resolution 
at this stage of the session, with an amendment, 
He was willing that agencies should be first esigh. 
lished in those States which had made greater 
progress in the culture and preparation of the 
article. : 


Mr. YOUNG remarked, that it was far from his 
intention to embarrass the passage of the resojy. 
tion. He did not know, at the time when he mage 
the motion, that the proposed agencies involved any 
considerable expense. As the Senator from Ken. 
tucky supposed the amendment might hazard the 
passage of the resolution, he would withdraw it, 

Mr. BENTON remarked that the two agencies 
proposed in the resolution were general in their 
character. The inspections and purchases by those 
agents would not, therefore, be confined to the 
hemp of the particular State in which they may 
reside; but they can purchase the hemp of Tennes. 
see and Illinois. These agencies would be estab- 
lished at such points on the rivers as would give 
the greatest facility to the hemp-growers of all the 
States. 

Mr. KING did not understand what necessity 
there was for such a resolution as that now before 
the Senate. He was not aware that any en- 
couragement from the General Government for this 
particular branch of farming was more called for 
than would be proper for the growth of breai- 
stuffs for the navy. It was the beginning of a 
system of sending agencies from the General Gov- 
ernment into the States, which would lead to such 
results that the very gentlemen now advocating 
this proposition would have to come forward the 
first, themselves, for its repeal. A sysiem of favor- 
itism would grow up, (for these agents could not 
help becoming the tools of influential men in local 
districts,) which would result in the purchase 
fur the Government of the worst materials at 
the highest price, until! what they would select 
would not be worth having. There could be no 
better way devised fer supplying the navy with 
hemp for cordage and cloth, than that which now 
exists; whereby the Secretary of the Navy adver 
tises for proposals and samples, and decides upon 
the best articles he wants, at the most favorable 
prices. Let the farmers who choose to grow hemp 
for the navy compete with the foreign article, and 
make it better and sell it cheaper, and it will insure 
a market for so much as our navy may require. 
All this should be done without this special inter: 
ference on the part of the General Government. 

Mr. ALLEN inquired of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Critrenpen,] whether the Secretaly 
of the Navy had not the power already, under ex- 
isting laws, to appoint agents to examine and pur 
chase hemp. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN supposed he had. The 
Senator from Alabama seemed to apprehend that 
the agents that might be appointed in those (w0 
States, under this resolution, would soon become 
subjected to individual influence; and the conse 
quence would be the purchase ot worthless hemp 
for the use of the navy. He asked that Senalor 
whether those agents would be more liable to indi 
vidual influence, or more likely to purchase @ ba 
article, than those officers employed at Boston of 
New York by the Government, to make p 
of the foreign article. 
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Mr. KING. They make their purchases by con- 


samples. 

int CRITTENDEN. Well, then, the agent 
that makes the contract for the purchase, has to 
examine the hemp; and is just as liable, through 
individual influence, to purchase a bad article, as 
agencies, if established in Kentucky or Mis- 
our. To say that we cannot have a sufficient 
agency; is to say that we are a race of dishonest 
men. The Senator’s argument was as much an 
ament against all human agency, as it was 
ainst the agency proposed in the resolution. It 
was really surprising that the Senator from Ala- 
sama apprehended no collusions and improper in- 
gaences in the agents for purchasing the foreign 
griicle in the astern ports. Mr. C. then 
spoke at some length on the disadvantages to 
ihe hemp-growers of the West, in consequence 
of having to transport their hemp at a great 
expense, afier it is prepared, to the Boston 
market, to undergo the inspection of the agent 
there; which hemp is frequently condemned by 
gach agents, owing to the imperfect knowledge, 
on the part of the growers of the article, of the 
water-rotting process. The hemp thus condemned 
is left without a market; and is then sold, ata 
great sacrifice, for purposes of sacking. Now, if 
these agencies were established in Kentucky and 
Missouri, those engaged in the culture and prepara- 
tion of the article would be saved at least the ex- 
pense of transportation; for if the hemp was con- 
demned at home, they would then manufaciure it 
into something else. He had no doubt, if proper 
encouragement was given Sur own people who 
have turned their attention to the matier, sufficient 
hemp—betier than the foreign article—could be 
raised in the Siate of Kentucky alone, to supply 

the wants of the navy. 

Mr. BAYARD spoke at some length on the pro- 
priety of passing the resolution. Fle remarked that 
the Senator from Alabama would perceive that, 
unless some authority was given by the passage of 
such a resolution to establish agencies, no appro- 
priation could be made for the object. The res- 
olution was merely intended as a basis to authorize 


the insertion in the general »ppropriation bill of | 


an item to defray the expenses; which could not be 
done under the rule, which excludes from that bill 
all appropriations except for objects authorized by 
law. If the resolution was passed, still it remains 
for Congress, after they shall have seen an estimate 
ef the amount necessary to pay those agents and 
make the purchases, to say whether they wou!d 
make the appropriation. Unless the appropria- 
tion was made, the resolution would remain as a 
dead letter on the statute. 

Mr. LINN expressed a wish that the question 
would be taken without further debate; if that 
was not done, he would move to pass the resolution 
over till to-morrow. 

Mr. McDUFFIE remarked, that the resolution 
involved a matter of some importance, and desired 
that it might be postponed till to-morrow, to en- 
able him to makea few remarks. Then, 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolution 
was passed over informally. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 
_ The unfinished debate on the question of pass- 
ing the bill for the occupation and settlement of 
— Territory of Oregon, came up as the special 
order. 

Mr. CALHOUN, being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate for upwards of an hour in op- 
Position to the passage of the bill. The time and 
circumstances he considered most unpropitious for 
urging this measure. It could lead to nothing but 
the loss of the territory. And he had a much 
higher estimate of its value and importance than 
his distinguished avd eloquent colleague [Mr. Mc- 
Dorriz.} The exercise of our sovereignty over 
itnow, must inevitably lead toiesistance on the 
part of Great Britain. That resistance could 
only result in our either retracting or main- 
laining our position. Should we have to re- 
(race our steps, it would be to a position infi- 
hiely worse than that we now cecupy. Should we 
persist, war must be the consequence. And what 
could we expect from a struggle of that kind in a 
region so distant, when everything would operate 
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favorably for our opponents, and to our own dis- 
advantage? It must end in giving to Great Britain 
the entire possession of the territory; and how then 
could we regain a fouting in it but by negotiation? 
Was it not better to have the negotiation now in 
amity, than after a contest, amid unkind feelings? 


Mr. C. pointed cut, at considerable length, the 
consequences of a strife with England on this sub 
ject. He adverted to the unprepared condition of 
ihis country for it. He considered our present 
position the most safe, honorable, and advantage- 
ous we could, under existing circumstances, occu- 
py. It was so considered by every administration 
since the convention of 1818. Time would do 
more for us than any legislation we conld devise. 
The rapid advance of our population in number 
and progress westward, had been such within the 
past thirty years, as to justify the calculation that 
the period cannot be far distant when even the 
Rocky Mountains cannot stop its onward march. 
We gain strength by time. The British, on the 
contrary, will be weakened by those circumstances 
which will operate most favorably to us. 


Mr. PHELPS could not concur in the views 
taken by those Senators who had spoken in oppo- 
sition to the principal provision of this bill—that 
which proposes a prospective grant of lands to set- 
tlers. He argued that the right of occupation by 
our citizens was conceded in the admission that 
we might! extend our Territorial laws over the ter- 
ritory. We could not have citizens to extend those 
laws to, unless they had habitations to dwell in, 
and lands to cultivate. The prerequisite of occu- 
pation was therefore implied. He took each pro- 
vision of the bill successively, and maintained that 
there could be nothing inconsistent with the treaty 
in its purpose and objects. He read extracts from 
the correspondence of Mr. Gallatin, to show that 
the British ministers during their negotiation with 
him, admitted that we might do everything we now 
proposed to do by this bill. He dwelt at consider- 
able length on the terms of the treaty, and the prop- 
er definition of its provisions; and concluded by 
expressing a hope that the bill in its present shape 
would be supported by a majority of the Senate. 

Mr. RIVES intimated a desire to address the 
Senate on the subject. He believed he had some 
peculiar views, to which he would wish the atten- 
tion of Senators might be directed; but the attend- 
ance was so thin, at that late hour, that he should 
ask the indulgence of the Senate to allow the bill 
to be passed over informally till to-morrow. 


Mr. LINN would not object, as the Senator from 
Virginia desired a postponement, although he could 
wish that some further progress were made in the 
matter this evening. He had risen to make a sin- 
gle remark, which seemed to be called for, in con- 
sequence of what had fallen from the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catuoun.] He alluded to 
the circumstance of Mr. Monroe’s communication 
relative to the building of a fortification at the 
mouth of the Columbia river, for the protection of 
our commerce. While up, he would say a word 
in reference to the imputation of the introduction 
of this bill by him being arash measure. Now, he 
contended there could be no objection to this bill 
on the score of rashness; for he had urged the sub- 
ject in 1838, and repeatedly since. He had yielded 
to the experience and jfdgment of others, in re- 
fraining to press it to a final vote, while the diffi- 
culties with England were under negotiation. He 
now believed it would have been better if he had 
not yielded to that course. Had he pressed the 
matter forward, he believed the interests of this 
country, in relation to the Oregon Territory, would 
have been secured by this time, or at least would 
stand upon a better footing than they now do. 


Mr. CALHOUN replied, briefly, that alihough 
he was Secretary of War in Mr. Monrce’s admin- 
istration, and knew it was a wise and prudent ad- 
ministration, he did not feel responsible for any of 
the measures of his Cabinet in which he had not 
taken part. As to the enforcement of this bill at 
any period since it was first proposed, the true 
question was, whether i's provisions could be car- 
ried out if Great Briiain resisted them. 

Mr. LINN said that, as the Senator from Vir- 
ginia wished the subject \o be passed over informal- 
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ly till to-morrow, he should make no objection to 
that motion. 

The bill was then passed over informally; and, 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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Torspay, January 31, 1843. 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL presented two petitions 
of citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, setting forth that 
“Amos Kendall, late Postmaster General of the 
United States, is now confined within the limits 
of the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, in consequence of having withheld, 
while Postmaster General, the payment of a sam 
of money, said to have been due by the Post Office 
Depariment to certain mai! contractors, but which 
he believed they were not justly entitled tc; and 
praying Congress to pass such a law as will restore 
to the said Amos Kendall his personal liberty, and 
remunerate him for the loss of time and expenses 
incurred in defending the suits against him by the 
aforesaid mail contractors.” 

Mr. MOORE presented the petition of Reuben 
Drake, and 33 other inhabitants interested, praying 
for the establishment of a post route from Natchi- 
toches to Monroe, Louisiana. 


Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Silva- 
nus G. Pressey, and 75 other merchants and ship- 
masters of Deer Isle, Maine, for an appropriation 
to improve the navigation of Penobscot Bay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BOYD presented the memorial of D. A. 
Green, and 88 other citizens of Smithlend, Ken- 
tucky, asking an appropriation to remove obstrac- 
tions to the navigation of the Mississippi, Ohio, Mis- 
souri, and Arkansas river‘; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
Mr. CLIFFORD asked leave to offer the fol- 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed toinquire, and report to this House, what will be the 
probable receipts into the treasury, daring the residue of the 
current year, from all sources; and also what will be tha 
amount of charges upon the treasury during the same period; 
and whether there will not bea deficiency to meet the current 
expenses, and, If so, its probable amount, and what measures 
ought to be adopted to supply the necessary means. 


Mr. STANLY objected to thereception of the 
resolution. 

Mr. CLIFFORD thereupon moved a suspension 
of the rules, in order to get it before the House. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON hoped the gentleman 
from North Carolina would withdraw his objec- 
tion. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend the rules. They were ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 88, nays 76, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burnell, William O. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, Cary, Casey, Clifford, 
Clinton, Cross, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Fioyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gwin, Hatris, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, William Cos. Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Littlefie’’, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, melee. McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Mitchell, Morris Newhard, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Benjamin Ran- 
dall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Sewell, Shields, Wiliam Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, 
wees erent; Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, and 
Wood— = 

NAYS—Meesrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barton, Blair, Boardman, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chistenden, Staley N. Clarke, 
Tames Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davia, John Edwards, 
Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Halsted, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Ramsgy, Rayner, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Rue- 
sell, Saltonstall, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Warren, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H, 
Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—76, 


So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 
Mr. J. YOUNG reported a bill for the relief of 
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Joho McGinais; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole House. 


REPORT ON GEN, JACKSON'S FINE. 


Mr. PEARCE asked leave to make a report, 
{rom the Committee on the Jadiciary, on the sub- 
ject of refanding the fine imposed on Major Gen- 
eral Andrew Jackson. He said he was instructed 
to move the printing of five thousand extra copies. 

Mr. RAYNER said that, inasmuch as this was 
one of the leading measures of the session, he 
should ask for the reading of the report of the 
com mittee. 

Objection having been made, at the suggestion 
of the Speaker the presentation of the report was 
deferred until the Judiciary Committee should be 
called in its turn. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN THE WEST. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill No. 33, entitled “An 
aci to authorize the Legislatures of Illinois, Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana, and Tennessee to sell the lands 
heretofore appropriated for the use of schools in 
said States.” 

Mr. C. asked that the bill might be now passed, 
as it was imporiant to three or four States, and had 
several times passed the Senate. 

Objection having been made, Mr. C. moved the 
previous question on ordering the bill to a third 
reading. 

Mr. HOWARD objected to the bill, and moved 
that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois wished to speak, but 
was prevented by the state of the question before 
the House. 

The question was then taken, and the House re- 
fused to lay on the table—ayes 48, noes 126. 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, it was seconded by the House, 
and the main question was ordered. 

main question being on the third reading of 
the bill, 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan addressed the 
House at some length in opposition to it, 

Mr. STEWART of Illinois replied. 

Mr.A. ¥V. BROWN moved the previous question, 
and it was seconded. The main question was 
then ordered to be put. On the passage of the bill 
the yeas and nays were called for, but not ordered. 

Tellers were then called for, and ordered; and 
Messrs. Snyper and Granger were appointed, and 
they reported 70 in the affirmative, and 61 in the 
negative; so the bill was passed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Public 
Lancs, reported, with some amendments, Senate 
bill to provide for ascertaining and disposing of 
the lead mineral lands in the States of Illinois and 
Arkansas, and Territories of Wisconsin and Iowa, 
and for other purposes. It was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole, and the amendments 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the investiga- 
tion of alleged frauds under the pre-emption laws, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Judiciary Committee, 
moved that the report which was this morning 
laid on the Clerk’s desk, respecting the refunding 
of General Jackson’s fine, together with the minor- 
ity report of the committee made at the last session, 
be printed, and that there be printed 5,000 extra 
copies, 

Objection was made, and the usual number only 
was ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported Senate bill to authorize the settlement of 
the accounts of Joseph Nourse, with an adverse re- 
port thereon. The bill, together with the report, 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Elizabeth Burress; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CROSS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of John Peters, de- 
ceased; which was read twice, and committed. 
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THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SAMSON MASON asked the House to 
take up and dispose of the army appropriation 
bill, on which the previous question was yesterday 
ordered. He made this request for the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, who was 
indisposed this morning; and he hoped the House 
would allow the bill to be disposed of, for there 
were only about twenty-one days remaining of the 
session, after deducting those days assigned to 
special orders. It was, therefore, very desirable 
that the House should now consent to act. 

The bill was taken up by general consent. 

The amendment of the committee making an 
appropriation for extending and rendering more 
complete the meteorological survey, was not con- 
curred in. 

The amendment requiring individuals to be 
hereafter appointed as cadets, to be actual residents 
of the congressional district of the State or Terri- 
tory from which the appointment purports to be 
made, was concurred in. 

Mr. McKENNAN called for the yeas and nays 
on the question of concurrence with the amend- 
ment, which provides that hereafter there shall 
not be a board of visiters at the West Point 
Academy, unless otherwise ordered by Congress; 
and being ordered, they resulted—yeas 109, nays 
51. 

So the amendment of the committee was agreed 
to. 
The next amendment of the committee provided 
that the namber of cadets should be limited to the 
number of members and delegates in Congress. 

The amendment was concurred in; also the 
amendment striking out the appropriation for the 
board of visiters. 

The amendments having been passed over, the 
bill was ordered to its engrossment; and, having 
been read a third time, 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question order- 
ed to be now put. 

The bill was then passed. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills here made a re- 
port; and, after the several bills had been signed by 
the Speaker, 

Mr. BARNARD inquired whether there was not 
a motion to rescind the special order appointed for 
to-day. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he had made such a 
motion; but he did not purpose calling it up, unless 
more important business shovid come before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order to 
call up the motion to-morrow, or at any time du- 
ring the continuance of the special order. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. A. C. DODGE called up the special order 
of the day—the consideration of business apper- 
taining to the several Territories. 


Mr. D. said that, before he made a motion that 
the House go into Committee of the Whole, he de- 
sired to obtain a decision upon a motion made 
at the last session of Congress. He referred 
to the motion then made to reconsider the vote 
by which the House rejected the bill to pay the 
militia of Iowa for services rendered in 1839, 
when called out during the unpleasant controversy 
with Missouri. The bill was rejected by fa 
few votes, and he believed its merits were not 
properly unJerstood. If members would give him 
their attention, he would endeavor to establish the 
justice of the claim. He inquired whether it was 
in order to debate the motion to reconsider at this 
time. 

The SPEAKER answered that it was. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked if it was strictly in 
order to revive a motion made at the last session of 
Congress. . 

The SPEAKER said that it remained on the 
calendar as part of the unfinished business before 
the House. 

Mr. DODGE resumed. He read from the jour- 
nal of the House at the first session of the twen- 
ty-sixth Congress, to show that a resolution was 
adopted, directing the Secretary of War to appoint 
an officer to muster the militia of lowa preparatory 


to their payment. In accordance with this reso] 
tion, an officer was appointed, who mustered te 
militia, and made a report to the Secretary 
War. That report was transmitted by an 
retary Poinsettto the Hon. R. M. T. Hy 
Speaker of the House, and by him laid before; 
In that letter, the Secretary suggested certain ey, 
rections of the muster-roll, which were made : 
the proper officer, and also recommended tha the 
~~ should be paid. 

{Here Mr. D. read from the letter of Mr. Poin. 
sett referred to.] The objection raised last sess: 
to the payment of the troops, was, that the ser. 
vice in which they were engaged was uncalled for 
and unnecessary. Now, he (Mr. D.) stood y 
that floor as the representative of those peeple why 
were called out by officers sent to Iowa by the 
United States Government; and he felt it to bea 
high and responsible duty which he cwed them, j 
see that justice was done. He then proceeded tp 
show that the men were called out by officers of 
United States—the Governor and marshal of ihe 
Territory—and read passages from their sever) 
communications. The Governor of lowa received 
notice that the authorities of Missouri were ¢). 
lecting taxes from the citizens of that Territory: 
and he immediately issued his proclamation, wam. 
ing them not to execute their process. In the Gov. 
ernor’s proclamation, the act of Corgress on the 
subject was referred to, as making it obligatory up. 
on him to do what he did. (Here Mr. D. read 
from the law.] Tbe Governor was the officer of 
the United States, sent to afford protection to the 
inhabitants of the Territory over which he pre. 
sided. So also was the marshal, who made the 
call upon the Governor, and who was fully sus. 
tained by the district attorney of the United States, 
his legal adviser. He then read the letter of the 
United States marsha], and commented upon it. 


Mr. D. then read certain letters from the United 
States marshal, and the opinion of Charles 
Western, esq , the United States attorney, together 
with a letter from Stephen Whitcher, esq., to show 
the necessity that existed for calling the lowa mili- 
tia into service. Mr. D. also read the act of the 
Legislature of Missouri extending the northern 
boundary of that State, which he said precipitated 
and brought on all these difficulties. After read. 
ing these documents, Mr. D. said that the point 
he wished to make, was, that the Territorial Gov- 
ernment of Iowa had exercised jurisdiction over 
the territory in dispute, ever since it was acquired 
from the Indians in 1533; and that the Legislature 
of Missouri invaded it with an armed foree, for 
the purpose of wresting it from the United States 
and the Territory of Iowa, and levying taxes 
on it; that it comprised within it a population of 
six thousand persons, whose sen iments were 
so averse to the attempted usurpations of Mis- 
souri, that they resisted it to the utmost of 
their power; being backed in such resistance 
by those whom they were bound to respect 
—viz. the governor: appointed over them by 
the Government of the United States; and the 
marshal, and the district attorney of the Territory, 
also United States officers. He would add, that it 
was a most unwelcome service to the people of 
lowa; for, apart from their disinclination to oppose 
their own countrymen in arms, they were called 
out at a most inclement season of the year, when 
the ground was covered with snow. Could Con- 
gress, then, refuse to compensate for services [ét- 
dered under such circumstances?’ They were 00! 
men capable of solving nice constitutional ques 
tions, bat were the men whose enterprise ba 
opened to settlement and cultivation a rich and 
fertile Territory, and who were in time to extend 
our borders by the settlement of Oregon. Such 
men were not nice casuists, and were, therefore, 
sufficiently justified in obeying the orders of theit 
lawful superiors. He could tell the House, that 
such was the aversion to this service, that many °! 
the officers—men of character and respectabilily— 
for refusing to obey the order calling them into st 
vice, were tried by a court-martial, under the ml 
litia laws of the Territory, and cashiered. There 
was another fact to which he wished to call the at- 
tention of the House. Every one of the generals, 
according to the construction of the War Depart: 
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1, bad been stricken out of the account; and 
“agh there were eight of them in the field, not an 

wr above the rank of colonel would be paid. He 
was ready and willing to acquiesce in this 

ision, though it affected him, as one of the gen- 
aig stricken out; for his anxiety to get the men 
‘sid the poor pittance they claimed for their hard 
vice, and to get the farmers paid for the corn, 
heef, and pork they furnished for the suste- 
of the men and their horses, super- 
ijed any feeling for himself, and those of the 
sme rank with him. To add to the hardships 
yg the case of these claimants, he would 
44 that at the time these supplies were furnished, 
he homes of a number of the settlers were pro- 
,imed for sale by the President, and that they 
wid their produce for the purpose of raising money 
pay for them; believing, as they were assured 
by those they had confidence in, that their accounts 
gould be settled and allowed at the War Depart- 
yeat. Now, in consequence of their not getting 

id, as they had a right to expect, many of them 
were forced to borrow money, at a heavy interest, 
to pay for the homes they had settled and brought 
into cultivation. As he before stated, the service 
wasa most unwelcome and most unpleasant one; 
and he desired to make an appeal to the gentleman 
fom Kentucky, [Mr. UNDERWoop,] who made a 
remark last year that he believed had caused 
the defeat of this bill. The gentleman, on call- 
ing for the yeas and nays, said that he wished 
io see who would vote for a bill to pay these 

ple for fighting their own countrymen. Now, 
he would remark to the gentleman, that the peo- 
ple he spoke of in this way were by no means 
deserving of his censure. They engaged very re- 
juctantly in this service, at the command of those 
placed by this Government in authority over them; 
and one of these men had faithfully served his 
country in the last War with Great Britain, and 
was present and saw the gentleman from Kentucky 
wounded and taken prisoner at Dudley’s defeat. 
They were not nice judges of constitutional law; 
but the hardy and enterprising settlers, who had 
settled and brought into cultivation a rich and 
growing territory, and who would extend the bound- 
aries of the United States, by settling and defend: 
ing its territory, even to the Pacific ocean. He 
hoped the motion for reconsideration would pre- 
vail, 

The question was then taken on the motion for 
reconsideration, and resulted in ayes 52, noes 43. 

No quorum voting, tellers were ordered and 
appointed, [Messts. Brices and C. Brown;] and 
ihe question being again taken, they reported ayes 
74, noes 36. 

There still being no quorum, Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON moved to lay the motion for reconsideration 
on the table, and called for the yeas and nays, as 
the best means of getting a full vote. 
_Mr.MEDILL moved a call of the House: re- 
jected—ayes 44, noes not counted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON again called for the 
yeas and nays on the question of reconsideration, 
and they were ordered; and resulted—yeas 90, 
nays 45. 

a" then recurred on the passage of 

e bill. 

Mr. MORGAN and Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
called for the yeas and nays, and they were arder- 
ed; and resulted—yeas 89, nays 48. 

80 the bill was passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 1, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Patent Office, cov- 
tring the annual report of the Commissioner of 
Patents; which, on motion by Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, was referred to the Committee on Patents. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial signed 
by twenty-three citizens of Pennsylvania, askin 
Congress to create a stock of $200,000,000, based 
on the public domain, to be distributed among the 
States and Territories in the proportion of their 
lepresentative ratio; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


Mr. MILLER presented the proceedings of a 
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meeting of the citizens of the District of Columbia, 
residing on the eastern side of a branch of the Po- 
tomac, asking Congress to purchase one or more 
of the bridges across the Eastern branch, and to 
make them free: referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the amerdment or repeal of the bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, presented a memorial from Alleghany 
county, Pennsylvania, in favor of the adoption of 
the plan for a board of exchequer, as recommended 
by the Executive: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill fer the 
relief of Jamison and Williamson; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT GALENA. 


Mr. McROBERTS introduced a bill to establish 
a port of entry at Galena, inthe State of Illinois. 
He said he should move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce; and, in doing so, would 
send with it a memorial from the city council of 
Galena, asking that a port ofentry may be estab- 
lished there. Ge said, if the committee would 
read the memurial, he thought they would find 
abundant reasons for acceding to the request of the 
memorialists. * 


He would say to the Senate that Galena, accord- 
ing to the statement of the city council, contained 
a population of 3,000, and that some estimate 
could be formed of its commerce from the details 
which the memorial furnished. In 1842, the num- 
ber of up-river steamboat arrivals at the place was 
195, and the number of keel-boats towed by steam- 
ers was 160. The number of pigs of lead shipped 
at the port was 240,000, besides a considerable 
amount of lead in small bars. It also appears 
that the exportation of lead has increased from 
11,000,000 Ibs. in 1835, to 30,000,000 Ibs. in 1841; 
this last amount, at three cents per pound, woald 
be nearly a million of dollars. It is also shown 
that tue importations to the city of Galena, in 1841, 
of merchandise, amounted to about one million 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

The memorial presents some interesting stalis- 
tics connected with the lead trade in the whole of 
the country upon the Upper Mississippi. 

Mr. McR. said there were abandantjreasons 
shown in the memorial why Galena should be 
made a port of entry, and he hoped the committee 
would recommend it accordingly. 

The bill was read twice, and was, with the me- 
morial, referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Finance was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petitions of H. F. Piermont and John 
Golder. 


Mr. MERRICK, on leave, introduced a joint 
resolution, to provide for the adjustment with for- 
eign countries, by treaty, of the rates of duties on 
imports and exports, on principles of just recipro- 
city; which bill having been read, 

Mr. M. remarked that he would not then ask for 
its second reading, with a view to its reference. 
The subject of the bill was a very comprehensive 
one. He merely wished it to be printed; and if, 
after an examination of ils provisions, Senators 
should think any reference of it to a committee 
necessary, he would move to refer it to a select 
committee. 

The bill was then ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, with an 
amendment, House bill entitled “‘An act for the re- 
lief of Peters, Moore, and Company.” 

Several adverse reports of standing committees, 
on private claims, were taken up and concurred 
in by the Senate. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration, as 
in committee of the whole, of the bill to prevent 
the employment of private expresses upon mail 
routes, and for the prevention of frauds upon the 
revenues of the Post Office Department. 

Mr. HENDERSON said he would be perfectly 





satisfied with the biil, if it was amended in two 
particulars—that was, by inserting in its second 
and fifth sections the words “and actually in pos- 
session of such mailable matter;” so as to make 
the penalty attach to the owners of stage-coaches, 
railroad cars, and steamboats, who may carry as 
passenger any person employed asa private ex- 
press, only in cases where such agents may be ac- 
tually in possession of mailable matter for trans- 


portation. 





Mr. MERRICK said he had no sort of objection 
to the amendment, because it was exactly in ac- 
cordance with the idea of the committee in agree- 
ing to the provisions of the bill—its object being to 
prevent frauds on the revenues of the department, 
without placing unnecessary restrictions ea the 
rights of the owners of railroads, steamboats, and 
stages. 

These amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. PORTER remarked that the provisions oJ 
this bill proposed to establish restrictions much 
broader than by the Post Office law of 1825. By 
reference to that law, it would be seen that the in- 
terdict only extended to letters; and left it optional 
to those who might wish te transmit newspapers 
and pamphlets, either to send them by the regular 
mails, or by other conveyance. But this bil) places 
the interdict on all mailable matter—newspapers, 
pamphlets, aod even the public documents, which 
he believed were mailable matter. According to 
the provisions of this bill, it would be penal for 
any person to transport any of the publie docu- 
ments, except through the regular mail. He ob- 
jected to that portion of the bill which made it 
penal to transmit newspapers and pamphlets out 
of the mail, because it was a great convenience to 
the public to receive newspapers out of the mail, 
and in advance of it--which was the case now, to 
a very great extent; and yet it was no disad- 
vantage, ora very small one, to the Post Office 
Department to be deprived of the@arriage of them. 
Newspapers were sometimes actually conveyea 
from \ix to twelve hours sooner, by way of the 
Sound and Housatonic railroad, to Albany, than 
by the regular mail route between New York city 
and Albany. Now, anything which facilitated the 
transportation tetween those cities was of great 
interest to his constituents. He could not, there- 
fore, consent to that provision of the bill which 
makes it penal to convey newspapers and docu- 
ments out of the mail. He proposed to send home 
some documents of a public nature, which, if he 
should bappen to place on board of a steamboat 
for that purpose, would subject himseif to the 
penalties of the bill, for transporting mailable mat- 
ter outof the mail. He would, therefore, to obviate 
his ebjection to the bill, move tostiike from the 
second section the words “‘or other mailable matter 

whatsoever.” 


Mr. MERRICK said his honorable friend from 
Michigan was entirely mistaken as to the mean- 
ing of the words “mailable matter.” He ventured 
to say that there was not a lawyer within the wals 
of the Senate, or elsewhere, if he were ca\led upon 
to construe those words, who would not do so with 
reference to the existing laws, which defined what 
was mailable matier. Newspapers and pamphiets 
were not made mailable matter by this bil!, but by 
previeus law. The term “mailable matier” was 
used, because it was comprehensive, and in- 
cluded all matter other than letters, which by 
existing law was mailable. If these words were 
stricken out, the effect of the bill would be destroyed. 
Mr. M. further argued that, inasmuch as it was 
made the daty of the Government to carry newspa- 
pers and pamphlets in the mail, it should be se- 
cured in a monopoly of such carriage, as the ex- 
pense has to be incurred by making provision for 
their transportation. It was necessary to have such 
a monopoly; to enable the department to tran-port 
the mail, unless it was desirable that that depart- 
ment should fall a burden on the common treas- 
ury. 

hewn. WOODBRIDGE, PORTER, CHOATE, 
HUNTINGTON, and WOODBURY, pointed out 
objections to the bill, which they expressed a wish 
that the chairman of the Post Office Ccmmitice 
|Mr. Meraricg] would consent to remove, by modi- 
fications of its provisions. ; 
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Mr. MERRICK replied to these several objec- || Mr. SEVIER said, if so, he would prefer hav- 


tions, and the bill was passed over informally ti!! 
to-morrow, the morning hour having expired. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 


The unfinished debate on the question of pass- 
ing the bill for the occupation and settlement of the 
Territory of Oregon came up as the special order. 

Mr. RIVES, being entitled to the floor, addressed 
the Senate for about an hour and a half in support 
of the general objects of the bill, but in opposition to 
the retention of the provision for a grant of lands. 

He recognised and adopted to the fullest extent 
the reasons so ably and eloquently enforced by the 
Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Linn, in relation to 
the national importance of the territory. He also 
concurred with him in the opinion that our inter- 
ests and our rights must suffer irretrievably by any 
further delay on the part of our Government to take 
the necessary steps tcr the occupation of the terri- 
tory by our citizens. With the exception of the 
mere formality of taking possession of Fori George, 
(Astoria,) after the war, in 1818, our Government 
never had done anything to obtain the occupation 
we claim as our right, or even the joint occupation 
in pursuance of the treaty. For nearly thirty 

ears—since the breaking up of Mr. Astor’s estab- 

ishment in 1813—we had been out of possession, 
and the British Hudson Bay Company had been 
allowed the exclusive occupation for all practical 
pu:poses. However limited the views and objects 
of that company were for the first ten or fifteen 
years of this interval, it was in vain now to escape 
the conviction that these views and objects have 
been enlarged and extended so as to embrace agri- 
cultural pursuits, and the permanent settlement of 
selected portions of the territory. Pending the dil- 
ficulties which had so long existed between Great 
Britain and the United States, in relation to the 
Northeastern bowfidary and other irritating subjects, 
the postponement of this question of the occupation 
and settlement of the Oregon Territory was, per- 
haps, the best thing that could be done, under the 
circumstances. Now that these leading difficulties 
have been so happily adjusted by the late treaty, it 
seemed to be the proper time for taking some steps 
on the part of our Government 40 preserve our 
rights. 

Mr. R. reviewed the whole history of our title, 
and showed that it took its origin in the original 
charters granting to our ancestors the territory from 
sea to sea—from the Atlantic to the Pacific. He 
recapitulated the history of the Columbia river, 
and all the arguments of title founded on discov- 
ery; and from all these, he proved that we stood on 

uite a different foundation from that on which 

reat Britain would stand. We claimed the sove- 
reignty as ours by right of discovery. But if we 
neglecied the condition of the laws of nations, 
which requires that we should follow up the dis- 
covery by occupation, Great Britain might contend 
that our neglect was a waiver of our right. The 
terms of the existing treaty had, however, saved 
our claim on the ground of discovery; but we could 
no longer, with safety, refrain from some efficient 
act of joint occupation, consistent with our obliga- 
tions and good faith under the treaty. He consid- 
ered the provisions of this bill, with the exception 
of that proposed to be stricken out, were in strict 
conformity with the spirit and meaning of the con- 
vention, and such as would be perfectly unexcep- 
tionable. He therefore would vote for the recom. 
mittal of the bill; and if the provision for grants 
of land should be stricken out, he would give 
hearty support to the bill. 


Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Arcner) would modify his motion, which 
he understood now was to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, so as to make 
itto the committee of the whole. 


Mr. ARCHER explained that, in consequence 
of the select committee which reported the bill 
having been discharged, he did not know what 
other committee than one of the standing commit- 
lees the bill could be referred to. There was no 
committee of the whole. 

Several Senators explained that in the Senate 


there was not, strictly speaking, a committee of 
the whole. 
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ing the question taken on the passage of the bill in 
its present form. On the motion to recommit the 
bill to the Committee on Foreign Relations, he 
called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Considerable difficulty seemed to arise as to the 
recommittal of the bill; most of the Senators who 
bad taken part in the discussion merely requiring 
that the land provision should be stricken out, so 
as to have a unanimous vote in favor of the bill. 
Bat the call for the yeas and nays not being with- 
crawn, the motionto recommit to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations had precedence. 

Mr. ARCHER having asked for a suggestion to 
get out of the difficulty; and, 

Mr. BUCHANAN having thrown out one, to the 
effect that the recommital might be to a select 
committee, admitting of the appointment of the 
same gentlemen who were on the committee that 
reported the bill, the motion to recommit to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations was withdrawn. 

Mr. ARCHER then moved to recommit the bill 
to a select committee. 

Mr. BENTON, on the question of reeommittal 
being put, obtained the floor; but the hour being 
late, the subject was passed over informally. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, 

The Senate went into executive session; and, 
after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, February 1, 1843. 


Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL presented a 
petition of citizens of Philadelphia, Pa., for the 
passage of such a Jaw as will restore Amos Kendall 
to his personal liberty, of which he bas been de- 
prived in consequence of a judgment obtained 
against bim for certain of his officia] acts while 
Postmaster General of the United States. 

Mr. RIDGWAY presented a memorial, signed 
by 35 citizens of Columbus, Ohio, petitioning Con- 
gress to repeal the law by which the summer term 
of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States were removed from Columbus to Cincinnati: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a memorial, signed by the members of the 
bar and other citizens of Marion, Marion county, 
Ohio, (in all 67,) of the same character, and the 
same reference made. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD presented ‘resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Maine, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State to use their influence to procure the pass- 
age of a bill unconditionally refunding to General 
Jackson the fine, with interest and cost, imposed 
on bira by Judge Hall. 

[These resolutions passed the Senate of Maine 
by a unanimous vole, and by a vote of two to one 
in the House of Representatives. ] 

The Hon. Mr. Crawrorp, successor to the 
late Mr, Hapersnam of Georgia, was this morning 


sworn, and took his seat. 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; and it was ad pted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to this 
House the number, classes, and compensation of every descrip- 
tion of the officers, and all other persons connected with the 
collection of the revenues, in the employment of the United 
States, at the following ports, viz: Portland, Boston, Salem, 
Newburyport, New London, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
Charleston, Mobile, and New Orleans, on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1843, and on the Ist day of January, 1829, respectively; 
and that he also report the gross amount of revenue collected 
ateach of those ports for the two years preceding those dates. 

Mr. BOARDMAN offered the following resolu- 
tion; and it was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to report 
to this House how be has expended the appropriation made 
at the last session of Congress for the purchase of the grounds 
adjacent to the General Post Office building; what use has been 
made of the property purchased; and whether, in hisopinion, it 
is necessary and expedient for the Government to purchase the 
remainder of the grounds on the square. 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON rose to a privileged 
question; dnd, having obtained the floor, moved a 
reconsideration of the vote taken yesterday, by 
which ithe army appropriation bill was passed. 
His object was to move a resolution, if the House 
should agree to reconsider the vote, to recommit 






the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, wig 
instructions to strike from it every item whi 
could be dispensed with, without detriment to the 
public service. For the three several days that the 
House went into Committee of the Whole on this 
bill, the entire time of the House was taken y 
with a discussion of some two (r three minor 
points; while every gentleman knew, he presumed 
that this bill contained a large amount of appro. 
priations—something like $5,600,000. During tha 
debate, the question was asked, (but never ap. 
swered by the chairman of the Committee o 
Ways and Means,) what amount of revenye Was 
expected for the coming year? If he could noy 
get the ear of the chairman of that committee, he 
would again ask what amount was expected to be 
received during the coming year. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was too hoarse to ad. 
dress the House; but, if the gentleman from Mis. 
sissippi would come to his desk, he would show 
him what the Secretary of. the Treasury expecied 
from a document which that officer had furnished 
to the House. The honorable gentleman made some 
other observations, which did not reach the reports 
er’s desk. 

Mr. THOMPSON continued. From the ej. 
mates laid before them, it was evident the Secreta. 
ry had greatly errcd in his estimate. He had antici. 
pated $16,000,000 from customs, when it was 
evident the sum could not exceed $12,000,000, and 
by many not more thaa $10,000,000 was expected, 
The Secretary of the Treasury had also estimated 
that $2,700,000 would accrue from the sales 
of the public lands; but in his (Mr. THompsoy’s) 
estimation, that was also a mistake; for he did not 
believe that more than a million and a half of do}. 
lars could be realized from the public lands. From 
the papers of this morning,.it appeared that the 
officers of the Government had succeeded in bor. 
rowing $5,000,000; but in the fiscal year 1844, if 
they gave no power to the Secretary or the Pres 
ident to borrow more, they would have a deficit 
amounting to $7,000,000 or $8,000,000. Now he 
was one of those who,in his private relations, 
adopted this system— 

Mr. JAMES COOPER rose, and asked if it was 

in order to discuss the subject at this time. 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply that 
the gentleman from Mississippi was in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON resumed. If they had no 
means of raising money, what should be the policy 
of this Government? They had attempted to bor- 
row; and in that attempt they had failed. (Cries 
of “No, no, so!”] Abroad, they were disgraced 
and dishonored. They had succeeded, it was true, 
in now borrowing a sum of money; but who did 
not feel that they were disgraced by the manner in 
which it had been done? It surely was not a mat- 
ter of felicitation; and he hoped there would be no 
further attempts to borrow; and he was willing 90 
to make the appropriations as to avoid that neces- 
sity. And he wished to put this question as a test 
vote, whether gentlemen would so make the appro- 
priations as to avoid the additional necessity of bor- 
rowing money. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa asked the gentleman 
from Mississippi to let the question of reconsidera- 
tion go over to another day, that this day and to 
morrow might be devoted to Territorial business, 
which was the special order for those days. Yes- 
terday, much of the time was consumed in the dis- 
cussion of a question in relation to land in Iilinois 
and the army bill; and he trusted that the remain 
ing time set apart for Territorial business would be 
given to it. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was quile willing ‘ 
assent to such an arrangement. 

Mr. SAMSON MASON hoped the motion of 
the gentleman from Mississippi would be disposed 
of this morning, for it was very desirable that the 
House should take final action on this bill as soon 
as possible, that it might go to the Senate. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had but a very few 
remarks more to make. It was not his intention 
to make a speech; he merely wished to call the at- 
tention of the House to the fact, that if they pro- 
ceeded thus to make appropriations, they should 
look to the necessary consequences of such & 
course. Last year, they passed a bill called the 
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tariff bill —-which was expected, he believed, by the 
jttee who reported it, to yield a revenue of 
26,000,000; but the prospect new was, that it 
would not yield more than $10,000,000. And as 
saw no proposition made to reduce the duties 
gxed by that bill, he asked whether they would 
» forward and make appropriations, while there 
oe no money to meet them. The consequence of 
ing our tariff of duties bad been, in a great 
, to destroy our commerce; and if appropri- 
ons were limited even to $20,000,000, he was of 
opinien that it would be more than the revenue 
ould meet. They would necessarily, then, be 
jriven to borrow money; and he asked, should 
not rather“strike out every item of expendi- 
ture which could be dispensed with, rather than 
porrow money under existing circumstances? They 
had attempted to borrow money to meet the ordi- 
pary expenses of the Government for three or four 
years, and he held that they should now stop that 
cy: 
Pies he concluded, he would make a remark 
respecting the Secretary of War. That gentleman 
bad reduced the appropriations this year $1,800,000, 
for which he deserves the thanks of Congress. This 
was owing, in a great degree, to services dispensed 
with in the Florida war; and he (Mr. T.) was satis- 
fied that still greater savings might be effected if 
the Committee of Ways and Means would state to 
him the impossibility of meeting such appropria- 
tions. But it would be impossible for him, or any 
other member of the House, without a consulta- 
tion with the Secretary of War, to point out what 
jtemscan be most appropriately dispensed with, 
and what items of appropriation can be properly 
and judiciously diminished. 

Mr.GRANGER said he wasin hopes that this bill, 
which was yesterday passed apparently so unani- 
mously, would have been permitted to go to the Sen- 
ate undisturbed, and without the lecture to this en- 
tire body from the gentleman from Mississippi. 
But that gentleman had not only read a lesson to 
this entire body, including his own political friends; 
but he had read a lesson to himself, for he had al- 
lowed this bill to pass yesterday, without calling 
for the yeas and nays, that he might record his 
vole against it; and yet he now rose and took the 
course which the House had witnessed. He (Mr. 
G.) could not suppose that the gentleman was seek- 
ing to create political capital; he was certainly 
farabove that. But did he not seek to create the 
impression that this whole body had been trifling 
with the public interests? ’ 

He went on to observe that, in voting for that 
bill, he (Mr. G.) had not been actuated by selfish or 
local prejudices; for the army was more necessary 
to the frontier country in the neighborhood of the 
gentleman from Mississippi, than for that district 
from which he (Mr. G.) came. And, on the sub- 
ject of the tariff bill, he said he was a high protec- 
tive tariff man, up to the hub; and at the last ses- 
sion Re recorded bis vote in favor of atax on tea and 
coffee, which would have yielded $4,000,000. Did 
the gentleman from Mississippi do as much? 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had not voted for it. 

Mr.GRANGER. No; the gentleman was op- 
_ to a high protective tariff. They of the 

orth, who'went for protection, stood up in their 
places and supported a tax which would manifestly 
have produced to the treasury $4,000,000; and yet 
the gentleman from Mississippi rose in his place 
and talked as he had done about a high protective 
tariff. Such remarks would come better from 
Some other quarter. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he understood the friends 
of the tariff to say, at the time of its passage, that, 
independently of the tax on tea and coffee, it would 
Talse something like $20,000,000. 

Mr. GRANGER was understood to say that he 
thought the tariff, on its present basis, if undis- 
turbed, would raise that amount; and though he 
was willing to give the additional amount that 
could be raised by the tax on tea and coffee, he 
believed the expenditures could be cut down to 
$22,000,000; and then there would be sufficient to 
cover their expenditures. , 

The gentleman, it appeared, was exceedingly 
alarmed about the credit of the United States Gov- 
ernment, But he would tell that gentleman that, 
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whatever their necessities might be, this Govern- 
ment had never yet denied its debts. The Gov- 
ernment had raised—if he were to judge from the 
papers of this morning—or rather the officers of the 
Government had negotiated, their 6 per cent. loan 
at par. That was not doing very much with this 
tariff, even without the duty on tea and coffee, 
and witb the honor and honest faith of this nq- 
tion pledged for its repayment. But if it should 
not be repaid, why, there was the simplest process 
in the world: for they had nothing to do, if it were 
inconvenient to pay, but to “repudiate.” The 
gentleman from Mississippi would see the immense 
advantage of repudiation; for, atthe best, nobedy 
but the purse-proud aristocrat, or some foreigner 
who had here invested his millions, would be the 
loser; while it would be, though certainly a novel, 
yet, doubtless, an equitable mode of distributing 
the money of the world among all the people of 
the world. [Laughter.] 

The majority of this House had little reason to 
stand by the Administration; but they had good 
reason to stand by the honor and integrity and the 
plighted faith of this nation; and he trusted in God 
that the Representatives of the people—confident 
in the resources, and the ability, and the character 
of the seventeen millions ef this American nation—- 
would go forward, and make such appropriations 
as should sustain every arm of the national de- 
fence; and if it should be necessary during a tem- 
porary depression, to pledge the credit of the 
country to sustain even this Administration, like 
American patriots he trusted they would do it, and 
not be rebuked for discharging their high duty. 


Mr. JAMES COOPER then obtained the floor, 
and moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The question was taken, and the motion agreed 
to. 


JUDGE BETTS AND CAPT. MACKENZIE. 


Mi. SNYDER asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether Samuel R. Betts, district judge of the United States for 
the southern district of New York, refused to entertain a com- 
plaint of murder alleged to have been committed on the high 
seas, upon the ground that he had other business of a civil na- 
ture to occupy his time; and to report to the House the proper 
proceedings to be taken on the occasion. 

Mr. BARNARD and others objected. 

Mr. SNYDER then moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to receive the resolution. 

The motion was voted down, without a division. 


On motion of Mr. JAMES COOPER, 500 extra 
copies of the report of the Secretary of War, on 
the subject of the Chickasaw fund, were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WINTHROP asked leave to present, and 
have referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, sundry memorials, signed 
by 2,107 citizens of Boston, complaining of the 
present state of trade and the derangement of the 
currency, and asking that the exchequer, with some 
modifications, may be adopied. 


SPECIAL ORDER FOR TERRITORIAL BU- 
SINESS. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT called up his motion to re- 
consider the vote by which three days were set 
apart for the consideration of business relating to 
the several Territories. He said that but thirty 
days of the session remained, whilst there was a 
vast amount of business before the House. He 
thought that three days was rather more than the 
proportion which should be assigned to the affairs 
of 100,000 out of 17,000,000 of people. He referred 
to the discussion which took place yesterday, when 
the whole day was consumed on the reconsideration 
of a bill rejected at the last session by a solemn 
vote of the House; and also mentioned the fact 
that Friday was set apart for the consideration of 
a bill in which the citizens of Florida were inter- 
ested, and which would elicit much debate. He 
concluded by moving that the special order be re- 
scinded. 

Mr. POPE, after raising a question of order on 
the motion, contending that it was too late, moved 
that it be laid on the table. 

This motion was agreed to. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PENDLETON, from the Commitice on 
Military Affairs, reported a resolution rescinding 
the call made upon the Secretary of the Navy for 
a copy of Lieutenant Wilkes’s report and survey 
of Oregon. 

The resolution was objected to in various paris 
of the House. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that the committee 
were informed that it would take a month to copy 
Lieutenant Wilkes’s report, and therefore they 
could not get it in time to answer the objects for 
which they desired it. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. STOKELY, from the Committee on Mili- - 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of certain 
companies of Michigan militia: read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to authorize the purchase of 
the land adjoining the navy yard at Brooklyn, New 
York: read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION CLAIMS. 


Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported the following resolution: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Ebenezer Wheel- 
wright, and others, praying indemnity from the 
United States for French spoliations prior to 1800, 
report the following resolution for the consideration 
of the House: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on House bill No. 57, entitled 
“A bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to certain 
American citizens, for spoliations committed on their commerce 
prior to 3lst July, 1801,” shall cease on Tuesday next, at 2 
o’clock, and the committee shall proceed to vote on the amend- 
ments then pending, or that may be offered to said bill, and then 
report the bill to the House, with such amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. CUSHING said it was evident that no bill 
of any importance could be decided, without the 
adoption of some such resolution as this. It was 
due to the suffering memorialists that the Flouse 
should come to adecision upun this bill. He 
desired to have the previous question on this reso- 
lution: 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY opposed the resolution, 
on the ground that Tuesday next was appointed {or 
the consideration of another subject. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired whether it was 
in order for the Committee on Foreign Affairs io 
report a resolution fixing a day for the termination 
of the debate on a bill which had never been taken 
up in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. CUSHING said three speeches had been 
made on the bill. 

Mr. PICKENS said it had never been taken up. 
The Committee of the Whole had several times 
expressly refused. 

The SPEAKER, afier referring to the rule of 
the House, decided the resolution to be in order. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the whole subject 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON rose to address the 
House, but was called to order. Several genile- 
men attempted to speak. 

The point of order was discussed by Me-srs. 
CUSHING, J. P. KENNEDY, PICKENS, GIL- 
MER, CAVE JOHNSON, and the SPEAKER; 
\urning chiefly on a question of fact, viz. whether 
the bill for the relief of claimants under French 
spoliations prior to 1800, had ever been taken up 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table, and asked for the yeas aad 
nayson the motion; which were ordered. 

The House refused to Jay on the table—yeas 
93, nays 103, as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Black, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, Wilham 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Glinton, Coles, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan. Duig, 
Eastman, ee G. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gentry, 
Gerry, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Hopkiné, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Oave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McCielian, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, MeKeon, Marchand, Ajfred Mar. 
shall, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, 
Owsley, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Kayner, 
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den, Filimore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gates, 
Giddings, Granger, Green, Gustine, Henry, Holmes, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, King, McKennan, Mallory, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Sameon Mason, John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mayoard, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Oliver, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Rameey, 
B. Randall, Ridgway, Roosevelt, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, Sewell, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
A. Hi. H, Stuart, J.T. Stuart, Taliaferro, John B. ‘i hompson, 
Richard W. Thompson ——e Toland, Tomlinson, Trum- 
bull, Ward, Warren, Edwa D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Joseph L. Williams, Winthrep, Wise, Wood, Yorke, and 
Joha Young —103. 

So the motion to lay the subject on the table was 
rejected. 

The question was then taken on the demand 
for the previous question, and carried—ayes 82, 
noes 74. 

Mr. TURNEY then called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question; which were ordered, 
and resulted in yeas 90, nays 95. 

So the House refused to order the main ques- 
tion, and 

The SPEAKER said that it would have to lie 
over till to-morrow. 


CAPTURE OF MONTEREY. 


Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House by what authority, and under 
whose insirucuons, Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, com- 
maender of the squadron of the United Siates in the Pacific 
ocean, did, on or about the 19th of October last, invade in war- 
like array the territories of the Mexican Republic, take posees- 
sion of the town of Monterey, and declare himself commander 
of the naval and military expedition for the occupation of the 
Californias. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this House copies of all the instructions 

iven by him, or under his authority, to the said Captain Jones 

rom the time of his appointment to the command of the said 
squadron; also, copies of all communications received from 
bim relating to his expedition for the occupation of the Califor- 
nias; and, also, to inform this House whether orders have been 
despatched to the said Captain Jones, recalling him from his 
command. 

Mr. GRANGER moved the previou: question. 

Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman from New York 
would withdraw his motion, to enable him to make 
a statement. He had a statement in his hand from 
Commodore Jones himself. 


Mr. GRANGER suggested to.the gentleman 
from Virginia that he might send that statement to 
the chair, and have it read by the Clerk. 


Mr. WISE said he would not let it go out of his 
hands, unless the gentleman from New York would 
withdraw the motion for the previous question. 

Mr. GRANGER did not accede to the propo- 
sition. 

The previous question was then seconded—93 
voting in the affirmative, and 70 in the negative. 

Mr. WISE now called for the orders of the day 
—the morning hour having expired. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


The Territorial business being the special order 
for this day, 

Mr. LEVY moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole thereon; which was 
agreed to, and Mr. J. R, Incersoit was called to 
the chair. 

On the motion of Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin, 
the committee took up a bill to authorize the elec- 
tion and appointment of officers of the Territory of 
Wisconsin; which, on his motion, was amended, 
and laid aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin then moved that the 
committee take up the bill for the protection of 
commerce on the western shore of Lake Michigan. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested some imma- 
terial amendment; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked what the amount 
was, which this bill proposed to appropriate. 

The Clerk was undersiood to reply that it was 
$83,000. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY advocated the bill, which 
was intended to appropriate money for the con- 
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its appropriation. He would not stop to inquire 
inio the amount appropriated in the bill. He 
looked to a higher question involved in this bill. 
He looked to the question as to the right of the 
Federal Government to carry on internal improve- 
ments. He had always opposed such improve- 
ments by the General Government, wherever the 
improvement might lie—whether in his own State 
or elsewhere. He regarded opposition to internal 
improvements by the Federal Government as one 
of the most substantial tenets of the Republican 
faith. 

Mr. POPE rose, and advecated the bill. He 
did not regard this as a constitutional question, but 
merely as one of expediency. He replied to vari- 
ous objections urged against the bill. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT rose to make a single inqui- 
ry. How much would it cost to complete the sev- 
eral harbors, since what was proposed to be appro- 
priated in this bill was only a beginning? [A voice: 
‘(Less than the New York custom-house.”] 

Mr. H. DODGE stated that an estimate had 
been made by the Topographical bureau of the 
whole cost of the several harbors, and the amount 
was $171,000. He then preceeded to address the 
commitiee in favor of the bill. Unwilling as he 
was to obtrude himself upon the House, (knowing 
the delicate relation in which delegates from the 
Territories stood, and also knowing the importance 
of the time of the House,) he should say but little 
on the subject. It was, indeed, true that but little 
time was given to the business of-the Territories 
on yesterday; When the army bill was passed, it 
wanted a quarter of 2 o’clock; and when the House 
adjourned, it was a quarter past 3. Thus, only 
one hour and a half was given to the Territories 
on that day; and yet to-day the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Roosevext] again manifested a 
disposition to lay the heavy hand of power vpon 
us! 

He proceeded to reply to various objections 
urged against the appropriations. The estimates 
for the harbors were made five years ago; and 
since that time, the memorials of the Legislature 
of Wisconsin had been continually presented to 
Congress. Numerous memorials had also come 
here from Ohio, New York, Indiana, and IIlinois— 
all asking the same object. It was a matter of 
vital importance; and though some gentlemen here 
might think lightly of everything that concerned 
the Territories, he trusted it would be viewed in 
the proper light, and that justice would be done. 

It had been asked why this bill was without a 
report. He would answer, that early in the ses- 
sion he consulted with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, [Mr. J. P. Kennepy,] and 
that gentleman thought it was best to report a bill 
identical with the bill of last session. The esti- 
mates for the completion of these harbors were 
made in 1837, and their aggregate was $228 000; 
since that time, the piice of lumber, of provisions, 
and of labor had fallen. Plank, which then cost 
$50, could now be bought for $15. So with other 
things which would be used. The actual expense, 
then, of the whole three harbors, he thought could 
not exceed $171,000. 

As to the constitutional objection to the appro- 
priations, he would say that objections of this kind, 
however applicable to apj ropriations for internal 
improvements in the States, could not apply to the 
Territories. The Territories were the property 
of the National Government; and all they ask- 
ed was that justice might be done. Already had 
the Territory of Wisconsin paid into the treasury 
near $3,000,000 from sales of public lands within it. 
The mere pittance of 24 per cent. upon the reve- 
nue there collected, would complete the harbors 
asked for. They were important to the Territory 
and to its increasing exports. The Secretary of 
War had called attention to their importance in a 
national point of view. (Here Mr. D. read from the 


above all price. The gentleman from Georg; 
(Mr. Meriwetuer] he thought, would not . 
been so ardent in his opposition to the bill, had 
been in some of the storms last Novembe 
the lakes, where the people of Wisconsj 
liable to be wrecked on their own shores, 
described the storms which often arose on . 
lakes, and the dangers which the people had to en 
counter. They had risked everything in making 
their settlements. Should they, then, be only regaide 
as step-children, thrown aside, and their interests 
not attended to? 

He availed himself of the occasion to do justice 
to several gentlemen now on that floor, who bai 
enlisted in behalf of Wisconsin, when their ser. 
vices were so effective in defending her territory 
from devasiation—Messrs. Reynotps, Casey, and 
Sruarr of Illinois. It was due to those gentlemen 
to say that they had continued to be friendly to his 
people. 

After referring to the fact that the Commitiee of 
Ways and Means had reported a bill appropria. 
ting $60,000 for the harbor of Chicago, and 
$642,000 for harbors generally, he begged that his 
Territory might not be thrown off, whilst other parts 
of the Union were so well provided for. All that 
his constituents wanted was aid to enable them to 
develop the resources of their section of the coun- 
try. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON observed that the 
bill would meet his approbatien, provided one 
amendment should be made. The clause fora 
harbor at Milwaukie provided that the harbor 
should be constructed at the mouth of the river, 
Now, as he understood that there was a much 
better location, where nature bad almost formed a 
harbor, he moved to amend the bill, by providing 
that the location of the harbor should be selected 
under the direction of the Secretary of War; thus 
leaving the question open. 

Mr. H. DODGE acquiesced in the suggestion. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said, as the fiscal year 
had been changed, he wished to have the bill so 
amended, to distribute the apprepriations accord. 
ingly—directing a portion to be expended during 
the half-calendar year ending June 30, 1843, and 
the remainder curing the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1844. He wished to have the several sums 
divided accordingly. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill (no further propositions to amend hav- 
ing been submitted) was then laid aside to be re- 

orted, 

Mr. LEVY moved to take up the bill making 
appropriations for certain roads and the improve- 
ment of certain rivers in the Territory of Florida; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN offered an amendment to 
strike out the Escambia river, and) insert the 
Choctahatchie, so as to make the appropriation for 
the improvement of the latter river instead of the 
former: carried. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
appropriation of $12,000 for the road commencing 
on the Apalachicola, and suggested the inexpe- 
diency of making such large appropriations for 
objects that could be dispensed with in the present 
state of our finances. 

Mr. LEVY explained, and defended the appro 
priation; and the vote being taken, 

The amendment of Mr. Jonnson was rejected, 
and the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

On motion by Mr. LEVY, the committee took 
up the bill making appropriations for the comple- 
tion of the public buildings in the Territory of 
Florida; and, after some explanations by Mr. L., it 
was also laid aside to be reported. 

On motion by Mr. LEVY, the bill making an 
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popriation of $5,000 for a law library for the 
oY tory of Florida, was taken up. 
Mr. ROOSEVELT briefly opposed the bill; and 
After some remarks from Messrs. BLACK, 
pROFFIT, and LEVY, the question was taken 
op reporting the bill to the House; and it was 






Pie wetio’ by Mr. LEVY, the bill making an 
ip ropriation for the erection of a marine hospital 
ey West, was taken up. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
ting clause of the bill. 
Mr. LEVY made some remarks, explaining and 
pivocating the bill, and in opposition to the mo- 





"Tellers were demanded on the motion of the 

leman from Tennessee [Mr. Cave Jonnson] 
wsirike out the enacting clause; and Messrs. R. W. 
Tsompson and HovusTon were appointed; and they 
ported 45 in the affirmative, and 68 in the nega- 
iire—being less than a quorum. 

A motion was made that the committee rise; 
ghich was negatived—ayes 58, noes 64. As this 
division proved that a quorum was in attendance, 
the committee returned to the consideration of the 
notion of Mr. C. Jounson to strike out the en: 
acling clause. 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion, and the 
bill was laid aside to be reported te the House. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa moved to take up bill No. 
382, entitled “A bill for the construction of certain 
roads and a canal route in the Territory of Iowa;” 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. D. then moved the following amendment, to 
be inserted in lieu of the bill as it now stands: 

That the sum of fifty thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not oth- 
erwise ee. to continue the removal of the obstruc- 
tions 0 the navigation of the Mississippi river, at the Des 
Moines and Rock River rapids, in said river, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War during that por- 
tion of the year 1843 when most goed can be effected by the 
ame. 

This object Mr. D. advocated, and supported his 
advocacy by reading extracts from certain memo- 
rials from the Territories, and from a message of 
Governor Chambers to the Territorial Legislature 
alits last session. 

The debate was centinued by Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
80N, Mr. DODGE of Iowa, and Mr. SPRIGG. 

Mr. POPE advocated the appropriation as con- 
templated for a useful object. The trade was very 
important; and it would be needless to endeavor to 
arrest these expenditures. They would be made; 
for the removal of the obstructions in the Western 
rivers had been commenced, and the continuance 
ofit was only like repairing a road. He regretted 
the low state of the treasury; yet the fault he at- 
iributed to others—to the striking out of tea and 
= as dutiable articles, from the tariff bill, by the 

pate. 


Various gentlemen expressed a desire to speak; 


at 

Mr.C. JOHNSON moved that the committee 
nse; which motion was carried. 

The committee then rose, and reported the sev- 
eral bills noticed as laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands, reported a bill to amend the act of 1838, 
granting pre-emption rights to certain settlers: read 
(wice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 

ouse. 

Mr. POPE, from the Committee on Territories, 
reported “A bill concerning the Legislative As- 
sembly of Wisconsin:” read twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

pion, 

The SPEAKER, at the suggestion of Mr. Fitt- 
"ore, laid before the House a confidential com- 
munication in relation to certain frauds alleged to 

ve been committed upon the Cherokee tribe of 
Indians. The message (without being opened or 
a was referred to the Committee on Indian 

airs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the War Department, in 
auswer toa resolution calling for information in 
relation to the repair of the Potomac bridge: re- 
_— to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
Also,a communieation from the Treasury De- 
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partment, transmitting, in compliance with the 30:h 
section of the act of 1836, a detailed statement of 
the condition of the Chickasaw fund: referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, in answer to a resolution calling for infor- 
mation in relation to the pay of seamen and others: 
laid on the table, and orderedfio be printed. 


Also, the annual report of the Commissioner of 
Patents: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted a motion to print 5,000 
extra copies; which was objected to, and lies 
over. 

Mr. GRAHAM offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of paying Joha Phagan for ser- 


vices he rendered the United States, under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, in Florida, among the Seminole Indians. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, the House then 
adjourned. 


ae 


IN SENATE. 
Taourspay, February 2, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- , 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart* 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the third 
section of the act of 30th April, 1836, an exhibit 
of the condition of the several trust funds arising 
out of the treaties with the Choctaw Indians; which, 
on motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, was refer- 
red to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Indiana—one relating to 
the construction of a harbor at Michigan city; and 
another asking an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Wabash river; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BATES presented two petitions from Ips- 
wich, Massacbusetts—one signed ly Daniel Weed 
and 26 others, praying for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia; and the other, signed 
by W. W. Graves and 25 others, for the abolition 
of slavery generally. 

Objection was made to their reception; and, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the question of 
reception was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented memorials from the 
city council and citizens of Natchez, Mississippi, 
praying the establishment of a naval armory and 
dock-yard at that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CHOATE presented petitions from Isaac 
Hall and Thomas Curtis, merchants of Boston, 
praying the payment of a sum of money retained 
by the United States consul in the Isle of France— 
being part of the proceeds of a vessel owned by 
them, which was condemned and sold as unsea- 
worthy: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a petition from F. 
Denon and others, purchasers of public lands in 
Louisiana, praying that patents may be issued to 
them for other lands in lieu of those entered, which 
proved to be within the limits of previous grants; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that $200,000,000 
of stock, founded on the public domain, may be 
issued by the Government to the States and Terri- 
tories, in a representative ratio; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial, signed by 750 
ladies of Philadelphia, (and, to judge from their 
signatures, very delicate and fair ladies,) praying 
that Congress may exercise their constitutional 
right, and abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. BERRIEN objected to its reception; and, 
on motion, the question of reception was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Secretary of the 
Senate the petition of Elisha Bentley for a pen- 
sion. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the documents on the 
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files of the Senate relating to the proposition to 
purchase the patent of Capiain Sbreeve for his 
snag boat, were ordered to be taken therefrom, and 
referred to the Committee on Patents having charge 
of the bill for that purpose. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass, the bill from the 
House for the relief of Andrew Fisher, and the bill 
for the relief of William W. Street. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from the 
board of trade of the city of Baltimore, on the 
subject of the depressed state of the shipping in- 
teresG, which the memorialisis attribute to the want 
of reciprocity in our treaty stipulations with for- 
eign powers, and ask legislation on- the subject: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of William 
Wynn, and it was referred to the Commitiee on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CONRAD, the petition and 
documents of Charles Dehault Delassus were or- 
dered to be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill making further appro- 
priations for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on Patents, re« 
ported a bill for the relief of Robert B. Lewis; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were read, and ordered to a second reading, 
vis: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Fisher; 
and 

A bill granting a tract of land to Villeneuve Le- 
blanc, in consideration of the benefit derived to 
the public lands from his services in damming the 
mouth of False river. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which had been referred the report 
of the Secretary of the Navy on the subject of the 
payment of naval pensions since the 16th of Au- 
gust, 1841, reported a bill respecting the payment 
of invalid pensions to officers of the naval and 
marine service of the United States; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting the annua! statement of the appropri- 
ations in that department for the service of the 
year 1842—showing the balance of appropriations 
on the Ist of January, 1842, the repayments and 
transfers in 1842, the amount appl cable to the 
service of 1842, &c., &c.; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the support of the army and military academy 
for 1843 and 1844, was read twice, and referred to 
tne Committee on Finance. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the unfinished business of the 
morping hour of yesterday, being the bill to pre- 
vent the employment of private expresses upon 
mai! routes, and for the prevention of frauds upon 
the revenues of the Post Office Departisent—the 
question pending being the amendment proposed 
by Mr Porter, to strike out of the second and fifth 
sections the words ‘tor other mailable matter what- 
ever;” the effect of which proposition would be, if 
adopted, to permit all matter, except letters, to be 
conveyed by private expresses. 

| Mr. MERRICK expressed the hope that the Sen- 
ate would not consent to adopt the amendment, be- 
cause, if it was adopied, the good anticipated from 
the measure would be defeated. It was important 
that it should be retained, in order that the depart- 
ment may collect and receive all the revenues to 
which it was entitled, in consequence of the expense 
which it is compelled to incer in making prepara- 
tions to carry such matter as is by law chargeable 
with postage. The Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
Porter] seemed to think on yesterday, that it was 
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unimportant to the department to have a monopoly 
of carrying newspapers and pamphlets in the mails. 
He (Mr. M.) admitted that it would be unimpor- 
tant if the depariment was not compelled to incur 
the expense for carrying them. 

He bad, since yesterday, made an inquiry of the 
Post Office Department as to the amount of reve- 
nue derivable from these sources. He had been 
informed that a communication had been just re- 
ceived from New York by the Postmaster General 
upon this very subject. The communication was 
from an authentic source, and gave statistics as to 
the effect upon the revenues of the deparimeni, by 


permitting the privileges exercised by those private | 


expresses, of conveying, by railroads and steam- 
boats, matter which properly belonged to the mails. 
The Senate might be enabled to see the loss on 
newspaper postage alone, from the fact, as stated 
in that communication, that 28,000 newspaper 
sheets were sent to New York daily, outside of the 
mail; the postage on which, if transmitied through 
the mail, would cost about $320 per day, or $99,850 
per year. That was the amount of which the de- 
parimeni was deprived, at that point, of newspa- 
per postage only, by the facility which was permit- 
ted these private expresses on the regular mail 
routes. If they allowed these persons thus to ap- 
propriate tbat enormous sum of money, which 
rightly belonged to the department, to their private 
uses, and, at the same time, compel the depart- 
ment to incur the expense of carrying the mail, it 
would soon be found that the Government would 
bave to sustain ibat department out of the common 
treasury, and tax the people therefor. 

Mr. M. said that the same evils exist to the 
same exient in other cities of the United States, as 
im the city of New York, in proportion to the ex- 
tent of their commerce and population. If, there- 
fore, it was desirable to preserve to the people the 


comforts, convenience, and advantages which were | 


offered by the mails of the United States, without, 
at this uppropi'ious time, letting that department 
fall a burden on the common treasury, those evils 
should be speedily modified or removed. The 
Postmaster General had informed him that he 
made a contract with a ceriain railroad company 
for transporting the mails between the cities of 
Baltimore and Philadelphia, for which he pays 
the annual sum of $20,000; and in a week after 
the contract was entered into, that company put 
on their line another car for the transportation of 
the express, carrying mailer which properly be- 
longed to the United States mail, which they had 
contracted to carry: thus receiving double pay for 
carrying the same matier—tbat is, $20,000 for the 
department, and probably some $20,000 or 
$30,000 for,the extra car; and enabling those private 
individuals to come into competition with the Gov- 
ernment, and by fraud to pocket the postage which 
belonged the department. This flagrant outrage 
on the rights of the depariment was practised 
within two hours ride of that Capitol. 


He had no doubt that the loss to the department 


of postage on newspapers alone, by those privaie 


expresses—Which were now es'ablished, or being | 


established between ail the commercial cities in 
the Union, and most profitable routes—would 
amount to $300,000 annually. The deparyment 
would have to come to a dead halt, unless Con- 
gress iuterpose, and legislate effectually and 
efficiently to guard the revenues of the depait- 
ment. 

He then replied to the complaints of the Senator 
from Connecticut, [Mr. Hontincron,) that, by the 
provisions of this bill, packages of money and bills 
of exchange belonging to the merchants would be 
liable to postage; remarking that the Post Office 
Depaitment was established principally for the 
benefit of ihe commercia! community, and if they 
conspired to break through these arrangements, 
(as had been intimated.) and, consequently, 
to break down the department, why, then, it 
would have to fall. If they were not willing 
to pay for the mail facililies granted to them, 
the depariment could not be carried on at 
all. He maintained that it was expedient and 
necessary tbat the commercial interest should con- 
tribute in fair proportion to support the department, 
by paying for their packages of money and bills 
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of exchange, if they were transmitted by mail. 
They, however, had the privilege of sending pack- 
ages of money by private individuals, or by spe- 
ciel express, if they thought proper to do so at 
their own expense; but could not send them by those 
regular express lines. With a view to accommo- 
date the bill as far as possible to the suggestions 
of Senators, and to define, in specific terms, what 
was mailable matter, he moved the following 
amendment, to come in as an additional section to 
the bill, viz: 

And beit further enacted, Thatall “mailable matter,” and 
metter properly transmissible by mail, shall be deemed and 
taken to mean al] letters and newspapers, and all magazines 
or pamphlets periodically published, and all written and printed 
matter whereof each copy or edition shall not exceed one pound 
in weight; but bound books of any size shall not be held to be 
included within the meaning of this term; and any packet or 
packets, of whatever size, being made up of any such mailable 
matter, shall subject all persons concerned in transporting the 
same toall the penalties of this law, equally as if it or they 
had not been made up into packets or packages, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought that Senators 
would all agree in one thing—that it was necessary 
and proper to put an end, in some form, to these 
Unless this was done, the rev- 
enues from postage would not sustain the Post 
Office Department; and the Government would be 
“@bliged to sustain it at the expense of the common 

treasury. In the suggestions he made on yesterday, 
concerning the transmission of packages of money 
by the mercantile class, he did not wish to be un- 
derstood as desiring that that class should be spe- 
cially protected in this bill. He then went on to ar- 
gue that the merchants should not be compelled to 
risk their money, bills of exchange, and other val- 
vable evidences of debt, through the mail; but 
ought to be permitted to transmit them in a more 
secure and cheap manner, if these facilities were 
afforded by those private expresses. If the com- 
mercial community were compelled to place such 
packages in the mail, they would be taxed much 
heavier than they were now taxed. He then went 
on to argue that the provisions of the bill to sup- 
press the transmission of papers out of the mail 
could not be enforced; that some means would be 
invented to evade them; and that it would be useless 


| to atlempt to enforce them. 


Mr. MERRICK replied, expressing the opinion 


| that if the bill was passed, it would save to the de- 


partment, in the course of a year, at least $1,000,- 


| 000; and afford means to extend greater facilities to 


distant and sparsely populated portions of the 
Union, and also to reduce the rates of postage on 
letters. He concluded by moving that the amend- 
ment be printed; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then passed by informally; the time 
for proceeding to the orders of the day having ar- 
rived. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 


The special order brought up the unfinished de- 
bate on the question of pzssing the bill for the 
occupation and settlement of the Oregon Territory— 
the motion pending being that of recommitting the 
bill to a select committee. 

Mr. BENTON, who was entitled tothe floor 
from yesterday evening, addressed the Senate for 
upwards of two hours in support of the bill in its 
present form. 

There was one point on which every Senator 
who had yet spoken concurred—that the title to the 
‘Territory was in the United States. The land be- 
ing our property, we have an unquestionable right 
to make whatever use of it we desire. It is enough 
for us to know we are right, for us to do whatever 
we think it is our best interest to do with our own 
property. Nobody bas a right to be offended at 
this. Ifany other power takes offence at what we 
propose to do with our own property, tbat should 
be no reason why we should notdo i!. The same 
arguments used on this oceasion tv tie up our 
hands from doing anything lest it might provoke 
a collision with another power, had been pushed 
quite as far when General Jackson determined to 
insist upon our rights from France. Yet, because 
Gen. Jackson was right, he persisted; and the result 
Was Contrary to the predictions of the timid—we ob- 
tained our right, and there was no collision. Were 
we new to pursue the same course, we would 
maintain our right too, and there would be no col- 
lision, But even if there should be war in con- 





sequence of our doing what we have ay 
questionable right to do with our own Property: 
that should not stop us. We know we are rie 
and we leave the consequences of maintainiy 
right in the hands of Him who sides with justics 
It had been said that we should leave our Cats 
to time—that time was our best negotiator, w 
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had we ever gained by time? What had wee we 
gained by negotiation? In every instance that ¢ a e 
had been tried between us and Great Britain she on 
had come off the gainer, and we the loser, |; pia 
been so with regard to the Oregon Territory: it had jo the 7 
been so with regard to the Northeastern boup age 
At first, all that England asked in relation to the wr er 
Northeastern boundary, was a variation of the line ot 4 P 
so as to give her a right of way at allseasons te. ae th 
tween Quebec and Halifax. When we wouhi Rot ae 
agree to that, she offered to purchase as much ter. reat 0 r 
ritory as she wanted. That offer being rejected, her bat 
pretensions began to take root, and she had ey)jj. ee 7 
vated them so assiduously ever since, that at lastshe eal 
placed herself in a position. to acquire more thay pore e 
ten times as much as she at first asked. And in the » the 
treaty of 1842, our Secretary-negotiator gave he ~ t fi 
everything she desired. So with the Northwestern — ol 
boundary line between the Lake of the Woods an ‘- ed 
Lake Superior: she began by asking a revision of be a 
the line. Our negotiators were so astonished g a 
even this boldness, that they had to ask the British Ma” the U 
minister to repeat the request, thinking there muy it the 
be some mistake. But there was none, though the 0 . 
demand was made in the gentle language of are Mn” by 
quest that there might be a revision of the line. |; at of | 
was refused; but on that very request grew ap her . owt 
pretensions, till, in the Webster treaty of 1842, ov Liberia 
Secretary-negotiator gave her everything she de. He wot 
manded; brought her back fifty miles from the umbet 
post to which she had retreated on her own terri. . rare 
tory ia 1802, to get off our territory, and to avoid - Dw 
paying us duty on her goods passing through our the col 
country. After having voluntarily abandoned their would | 
position on our territory at Grand Portage, and apiece 
gone fifty miles to the north, they are brought back, ri Tel 
and allowed the joint occupancy of the Portage 
route in our territory, free of all duties, and for. Mr. 
ever. And we are told this treaty brings within ime "Uich 
the United States four millions of fine mineral which 
lands—as if we made that gain by it. To be sure, in repl 
those four millions of acres were within our terri: ame 2004 
tory, because they were always within it—they Lake | 
never had been beyond it. They were ours before Imm (9 ff 
the treaty, as well as after it. England knew that, iheref 
and had fled from the emporium of the northwest— ihe bil 
the Constantinople of that region—to a position 5) The 
miles north, where she was sure of not being on our Mr 
soil. What she had been denied by every treaty, Mae Afait 
by every negotiation, and by every ministry of Mm Ve! 
the United States, from the Revolution to the _ 
time of the present Administration, she had been a 
granted by our Secretary-negotiator in 1842. What ; -” 
power, what authority had he to do what all other HMR ute, 
American negotiators bad uniformly declared they Biates 
had neither power nor authority for doing? M 
He wanted to see the power and the authority for Sarc 
altering the boundaries of the United States, io ify 
the entire advantage of a foreign power, and t slan¢ 
the disadvantage and irreparable loss of the Uni uc! 
ted States. He wanted to see the power and au- prese 
thority for giving these advantages to a foreign the ( 
power—and particularly to the British Gover- T 
ment, whose chief object in such acquisitions was Sena 
to prepare herself for war. These demands reau 
hers were the progeny of the last war. She then that 
found out what an invaluable acquisition to ber table 
would be a safe road from Quebec to Halifat 0 
She found out how valuable to her, in a Wal T 
fare against us, were the services of her allies, the 
Indian bloodhounds on our Northwestern fronuer. 
That war had cost us one hundred and twenty mil 
lions of dollars. It took but sixty millions of this b 
to maintain ourselves against the whole power HR a1, 
Britain, by sea and land, except on the Northwer'- the 
ern frqntier; and there alone it cost us another sixty redi 
millions. Her Hudson Bay Company, with ''s der 
1,200 men and its Indian bloodhounds, was anot i 
Great Britain, which it cost us as much to resist a8 rest 
the naval and military forces of the empire HR xa, 
Great Britain itself. And by our late treaty, she HP ne 
had been secured in all those positions. tha 
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» made strong to assail, and we weak to repel. 
.» bad gained everything; we lost everything. 
"Goch has always been the result of time, delay, 
j negotiation with Great Britain. Such would 

the consequence of time and negotiation in the 
vitlewent of the question of the Oregon Territory. 
ame Senator had calculated the distance by sea 
yiween us and the mouth of the Columbia river 
‘shteen thousand miles. Twenty years ago he 
jad calculated it at twenty thousand from Boston 
io the Columbia, and he then made use of the cal- 
qjation as an argument of the strongest kind to 
sow the importance of the harbor at the mouth of 
gat river for our commercial and military marine 
ip the Pacific—cut off, as they were, by a sea of 
wwenty thousand miles in extent, from shelter or re- 
yeat on theirown soil—and that harbor theirs, 
patunprepared for their use. The distance was 
ihe strongest argument in favor of its being made 
snaval depot and fortification. Gentlemen also 
ulked of ,the distance by land being 3,000 miles, 
sndthe expense of carrying out this bill $100,000. 
But they voted for the late treaty, by which 
Great Britain compels us to keep 80 guns 
sfoat on the coast of Africa, at a cost of six 
popdred thousand dollars a year; and for what? 
Torecapture negroes. And when we have them, 
whatare we to do with them? Wot to bring them 
to the United States, surely. We have no islands, 
jike the Wes: India islands, for taking apprentices 
ai 40 years of age to work for our interests. But 
we are to colonize Liberia, where we have nota 
foot of territory. We are not to do anything with 
our own territory of Oregon; but we are to colonize 
Liberia at an expense of five millions in five years! 
He would next year call for information as to the 
number of negroes our African fleet shall have re- 
captured; and be was pretty sure that by dividing 
the number into $600,000, it would be found that 
the colonization of Liberia by African negroes 
would cost us more per head than the 640 acres 
apiece to each of our citizens choosing to settle in 
the Territory of Oregon. 


Mr. CHOATE said there was one point on 
which the Senator from Missouri had. touched, 
which he wished to make a few observations upon 
inreply. He meant that relating to the Northwest 
boundary line from the Lake of the Woods to 
Lake Superior. It would be necessary, however, 
lo refer to documents not then at hand. He would 
therefore ask the indulgence of the Senate to pass 
ibe bill over informally. 

The bill was accordingly passed over informally. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution authorizing the 
investment of the naval hospital fund; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be ingtructed to 
inquire into the expediency of abolishing the system of revenue 


cutters, and of employing a part of the navy of the United 
Siates in that service. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from John 
Sarchet, of Philadelphia, praying Congress to mod- 
ify the tariff so as to bring it down to a revenue 
standard. The petition (said Mr. C.) contained 
much valuable information as to the effect of the 
present tarifi; and he moved that’ it be referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, and be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Ordnance Bu- 
reau, showing the management and condition of 


= department; which was ordered to lie on the 
lable. 


On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 2, 1843. 


Mr, BRIGGS, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment to the bill reported some days since by 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
reducing the postage on letters carried by mail: or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, for the purpose of taking up 

business relating to the Territories. He stated 


that'so much of the time which was under the 
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special order to be deveted to Territorial business | 


had been occupied in attending to that of the na- 
tion, that he trusted the House would, as an act of 
sheer justice, adopt his motion, and proceed at 
once, without the consumption of the morning 
hour, to the execution of the special order. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL wished, before taking 
the question on the motion of the gentleman from 
Iowa, that the House would take up and assign a 
special day for the consideration of the bill sus- 
pending for a limited time the operation of the 
districting law of the last session. That bill had 
been referred to the Commitiee of the Whole, in 
the vortex of which he feared it would be lost, 
considering the short time that yet remained of the 
session, unless some special day was assigned for 
its consideration. He would suggest that it be 
made the special order for Thursday next. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON hoped the House would 
make no more specialorders. They were already 
considerably embarrassed by the number they had 
made. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL said that he was sur- 
prised at the objections of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessce, considering the opposition he made to the 
bill, the rigor of which it was proposed to relax. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
South Carolina that Thersday was already assign- 
ed for some ether business. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said he would then pro- 
pose Monday next. 

Mr. TURNEY said he would remind the House 
that the Committee of Elections had reported 
against this bill, and thatthe question would arise 
on that report. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa to go into Committee of the 
Whole was yet undisposed of. 

Mr. ADAMS said that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa to go into Committee of the 
Whole was not in order, and could not take pre- 
cedence over the other business of the House. 
True, a motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union would be in order; but 
the Territorial business was not in that committee, 
but in the ordinary Committee of the Whole. 

The resolution, therefore, that he moved yester- 
day, in relation to the capture of Monterey by 
Commodore Jones, was first in order; and on that 
the previous question had been seconded. 

Mr. POPE observed that two of the three days 
allotted to Territorial business had passed over, and 
only three or four hours had been devoted to that 
business. He hoped that, in consideration of that 
fact, the House would go into Committee of 
the Whole on that business for the remainder of 
the day; and he had no doubt, if they did so, but 
that they would finish it. 

The SPEAKER said that the question diJ not 
admit of debate, and directed the Clerk to read the 
resolution; which was done, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House by what authority, and under 
whose instructions, Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, com- 
mander of the squadron of the United States in the Pacific 
ocean, did, on or about the 19th of October last, invade in war- 
like array the territory of the Mexican Republic, take posses- 
sion of the town of Monterey, and declare himself commander 
of the naval and military expedition for the occupation of the 
Californias. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this House copies of all the instructions 
given by him, or under his authority, to the said Captain Jones, 
from the time of his appointment to the command of the said 
squadron; also, copies of all communications received from 
him relating to his expedition for the occupation of the Califor- 
nias; and also to inform this House whether orders have been 
despatched to the said Captain Jones, recalling him from his 
command. 

The question was put on ordering the main 
question, and carried. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. 

Mr. CUSHING asked to be excused from voting 

n the resolution. His reason was this: He should 
be glad to vote for the resolution, and saw no rea- 
son why it should not pass the House. He knew 
nothing in regard to it that the Administration 
should concea); and he was, therefore, unwilling to 
vote against it. But he could not vote for it, be- 
cause it excluded the usual condition in resolutions 
of this nature—that the communication of the in- 
formation called for should not, in the judgment of 
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the President, be incompatible with the public in- 
terest. 

Mr. WISE also asked to be excused from voting. 
His reason was this: He had information in bis 
possession from Commodore Jones himself, and 
therefore knew the fact that there was no necessity 
for adopting the resolution. Commodore Jones 
informed him that, without any orders from the 
Government at all, but from a report which he had 
no reason to doubt, as well as from information 
received from a United States consul in South 
America, that there was actual war beiween the 
United States and Mexico, together with the sus- 
picious movements of the British fleet, inducing 
him to believe that they were about to take pos- 
session of the Californias, he capiured Monterey. As 
soon as information reached him that war did not 
exist, he restored Monterey to the Mexican authori- 
ties; and he also informed Mr. W. that his rela- 
tions with them were better than they ever were 
before. 

Mr. BRIGGS called Mr. Wise to order. 

Mr. WISE said, that it was to him the strangest 
thing in the world, that, with positive information 
from Commodore Jones himself, ready to be given 
to them, gentlemen were determined to vole blind- 
fold in this matter. The Administration had noth- 
ing to do with the affair. 

Mr. GRANGER rose and addressed the chair; 
but gave way to 

Mr. WISE, who withdrew his request to be ex- 
cused. 

Mr. GRANGER again rose and said: A single 
remark why I wish to be excused. If the Admin- 
istration is, as I doubt not, so entirely blameless in 
this matter, the gentleman from Virginia, I sup- 
pose, and the other friends of the Administration, 
would desire to be placed right. [Cries of ‘‘order, 
order.”’] 

Mr. BRIGGS rose to a question of order, on the 
ground that the gentleman from New York was 
debating the merits of the question. 

Mr. GRANGER. I am not debating the ques- 
tion, sir. 

Mr. WISE said, as he was interrupted, he hoped 
other gentlemen would be required to conform to 
the same rule; or that he should have the right to 
reply. 

Mr. GRANGER. 
I have said enough. 

Mr. WISE. Yes, you have. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and resulted 
thus—yeas 118, nays 69; so the resolution was 
adopted: 


I will take my seat—I think 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Barnard, Bitdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Boyd, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Sta- 
ley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Crawford, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, John Edwards, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Pat- 
rick G. Goode, Granger, Green, Halsted, Henry, Houck, 
Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Isaac 
D. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Linn, McKay, McKennan, 
McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks. Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Oshorne, Owsley, Partridge, Pendleton, Pope, Ram- 
sey, Benjamin Randall, Rayner, Read, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
William Russel], James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Rich- 
ard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Turney, Warren, Weller, Joseph L. White, Thom- 
as W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, and John Young—118. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Batler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Chapman, Clifford, 
Clinton, Cross, Richard D. Davis, Dawson. Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gentry, Gilmer, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, 
Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, Hunter, Charies 
J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, Li- 
tlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan. Mai- 
lory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Medill, Newhard, Oliver, 
Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Powell, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, 
Rogers , Roosevelt, Saunders, Sewell, Shields, Snyder, Steen- 
rod, Jacob Thompson, Ward, Watterson, Westbrook, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—69. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION CLAIMS. 


The next question in order was the resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusuine,] 
who, fiom the Committee on Foreign Affairs, yes- 
terday made the following report: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs,to whom 
was referred the memorial of Ebenezer Whee!- 
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wright, and others, praying indemnity from the 


United Siates for French spoliations prior to 1800, 
report the following resolution for the consideration 
of the House: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
Tlouse on the state of the Union, on House bill No. 57, entitled 
“A bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to certain 
American citizens, for spoliations committed on their com- 
merce prior to 3lst July, 1801,” shall cease on Tuesday next, at 
20'clock, and the committee shall proceed to vote on the amend- 
ments then pending, or that may be offered to said bill, and then 
report the bill to the House, with euch amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee, 

On this resolution, the House yesterday second- 
ed the motion for the previous question, but nega- 
tived the question “Shall the main question be now 
put?” on which the question now recurred. 

Mr. BOYD moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered, and resulted thus—yeas 94, 
nays 104. So the motion to lie on the table was 
negatived. 

The question again recurred, “Shall the main 
question be now put?” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were taken, and resulted—yeas 94, 
nays 100. 

So the House determined that the main question 
should not be now put. 

The SPEAKER then announced that the morn- 
ing hour had expired. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

The special order was resumed. 

The bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole were taken up, with a view to their en- 
grossment; but, at the suggestion of Mr. POPE, 
they were laid aside for the present. 

The House then resolved itself intoa Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. J. R. 
Ixcerson in the chair.) 

The bill making an appropriation for certain 
roads, and the survey of certain canal routes, in 
the Territory of lowa, was first taken up—the 
question being on the amendment of Mr. A. C. 
Dopag, to apply $50,000 of the appropriation to 
the removal of 4he obstructions in the Mississippi 
river at the rapids of the Des Moines. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON spoke briefly in opposi- 
tion to the amendment. 

Mr. REYNOLDS replied, arguing in favor of 
the great benefit to be derived from the proposed 
improvements, and contending that the opening of 
this great national highway was nota mere local 
measure, bu’ alike interesting io all the States of 
the Union. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi did not rise to 
make a speech, but to urge upon the committee to 
pass on this bill without furtherdiscussion. Atthe 
last session of Congress, the days set apart for Ter- 
ritorial business were principally consumed in the 
examination of general questions, without coming 
to any decisive result; and he feared that this day 
would be taken up in the same manner if they al- 
lowed a discussion to go 0a, on the ccnstitutional 
powers of theGovernment. He hoped that the 
committee would, without further debate, setile this 
question—a question which he considered to be one 
of mere expedience only—viz., whether they should 
appropriate this $50,000 to roads and improve. 
ments in the Territory of Iowa, or to the opening 
and improvement of the Musissippi river, the great 
highway. of the Union. 


Mr. BARNARD opposed the amendment, on the 
ground that the improvement of the Mississippi was 
not Territorial business, and that legislation in re- 
gard to it in this way gave iia preference over oth: 
er rivers of the United States equally deserving of 
the favor of the Government. He was willing to 
give the $50,000, or $100,000, if necessary, for the 
improvement of the Mississippi river; but at the 
seme time he wanted to start fair—he wanted the 
Hudson river to have an equal share. There was 
a bill on thezable making an appropriation for the 
improvement of several rivers of the United 
States, including the Missifsippi as weli as the 
Hudson, and he wished gentlemen to wait till that 
bill came up. 

Here was an appropriation of $50,000 for clear- 
ing out the obstructions of the Des Moines and Rock 
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River rapids, and gentlemen: talked of its impor- 
tance; but he wouldask them to tell him the amount 
of merchandise which passed over the Des Moines 
rapids? Was it $5,000,000 per annum? Was it 
$10,000,000? He would go for those improve- 
ments at the proper time; but he should ask gen- 
tlemen, at the same time, to give him a little for 
the North River; and $60,000,000 of merchandise 
every year passed the spot where they proposed to 
make improvements in that river, besides one mil- 
lion of passengers. Now, he made these remarks 
to show gentlemen that there were other impor- 
tant points which required their attention as well 
as the rivers in question. He did not like this way 
of getting at the improvement of the Western 
rivers, whilejothers, quite as important, were left 
unnoticed. Let them wait until they gota report 
from a proper committee, and then he would go as 
far as any gentleman of this House—at least as 
far as they onght to go, considering the state of the 
national treasury. Ble would, if it were neces- 
sary, go the whole length of the river, extending 
3,000 miles, when the state of the treasury would 
permit; but, at present, he would recommend that 
they should wait. He was against this amend- 
ment; but he would go for the original bill. 

Mr. BLACK, in the course of some observations, 
expressed his disappointment on hearing the 
speech of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Rry- 
NOLDs;] for that gentleman bad promised to make 
some remarks on the constitutionality of this bill, 
but he had done nothing more than cite precedents 
to justify it. He then called that gentleman’s at- 
tention to the Maysville road bill, which was ve- 
toed by the political chief of the gentleman from 
Illinois—General Jackson—as a precedent ef a 
contrary tendency. 

Mr. WARD said he thought the proposition of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnarp] 
was a correct one; and he hoped the Delegate from 
lowa would withdraw his amendment; and when 
it came into the House in another form, he (Mr. 
Warp) would give it his support. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa said he saw the time of 
the House would be lost on this proposition, and 
the other Territorial business would not, consequent- 
ly, have proper consideration, and therefore he 
withdrew his amendment. 

The question then recurred on the bill in its ori- 
ginal form. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT said the motion of the Dele- 
gate, which was just withdrawn, to strike outevery 
section of the original bill, and substitute for it a 
different proposition, was an admission by the Del- 
egate that this appropriation was uncalled for, or 
at least could be dispensed with. He did not in- 
tend to be unkind to the Territories, but he wished 
to be kind to the credit of the country. They had 
been going on too fas!; and now they found that if 
they were to have any money, they must borrow it. 
He hoped some regard would be paid to the state 
of the treasury; and he would beg gentlemen to re. 
member that even borrowed money was to be re- 
paid. He hoped this body, at least, whatever oth- 
ers might do, would hold to the doctrine that every 
engagement into which the Government might en- 
ter was to be honestly and punctually discharged. 

But what was the prospect for the treasury? 
Why, so far as appeared by a document befere 
them, the revenue for 1843 would not exceed 
$12,000,000. He disapproved, then, of the com- 
mencement of new works, which might end in ex- 
penditures they knew not how great, ard last they 
knew nothow long. The custom-houses of both 
New York and Boston afforded examples for their 
admonition, and showed the necessity of strictly 
guarding at the outset against improper appropria- 
tions. 

By a statement published in the Madisonian 
of this morning, it appeared that there were out- 
standing treasury notes amounting to $11,731,- 
327 69; and if to this were added the amount of 
loans, they had an existing debt exceeding $25,- 
C00,000. This was a fact which spoke so loudly 
for itself, that he would abstain from further obser- 
vation. 

Mr. WELLER, in the course of some observa- 
tions, was understood to say that if this bill had 
proposed to make appropriations for Northern 
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custom-houses or rivers, or Southern harbors they 
would have heard nothing there of the embar,, 
state of the treasury, or of constitational objee:; 
He rejoiced, however, that in the next Co 

the West would be more equitably representeg 
and then she would do justice to herself. He de. 
fended the Delegate from Iowa from the Un war. 
ranted interpretation which the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Roosrvett] had given to his mo, 
tion; adding that the Delegate had expresely 
adopted such a course as promised the Bteatess 
amount of good. 

Mr. McKENNAN briefly advocated the appro. 
priation proposed to be made by this bill; and the, 
moved that it be laid aside, to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to renew the amenj. 
ment offered by the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr, 4. 
C. Dopex.] He advocated the propriety of the 
appropriation, and condented that it would open 
the avenues to the Territory, and thereby give jt 
an influx of population. 

The question was taken on the amendment jus 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, (appro. 
priating $50,000 to the removal of obstructions 
in the Mississippi river at Des Moines rapids.) 
and the Chair reported 51 in the affirmative. 

Tellers were ordered, (to see if a quorum was 
present,) and they reported ayes 77, noes 39. 

So there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. MERIWETHER demanded that the fact 
be reported to the Houre. 

The CHAIRMAN said be was informed that 
there was a quorum in the hall, and ordered the tellers 
to take the vote again. 

The tellers reported 97 in the affirmative, being 
evidently a majority. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. H. DODGE, the committee 
took up “a bill concerning the Legislative Assembly 
of Wiseonsin.” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON wished to hear some 
reason for the appropriation contained in this bill. 

Mr. POPE explained that it was necessary, in 
order to enable the Legislative Assembly to meet. 
There was now no appropriation, and the Governor 
refused to co-operate with them until an appro- 
priation should be made, and their meeting legal- 
ized. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the bill, 
He thought it had not been reported with due con- 
sideration. He wished the committee to consider 
well before they decided whether the Governor or 
the Legislature of Wisconsin was right. 


Mr. POPE explained the bill. The Legislative 
Assembly supposed they had assembled “according 
to law;” and, therefore, those words were inserted 
in the bill. At bis suggestion, they were stricken 
out, so as to leave it an open question whether the 
Assembly met, according to law, in December. 

Mr. WARREN wished to know why it was ne 
cessary for the Legislature to sit 50 days. 

Mr. POPE explained. According to law, the 
Territorial Legislatures were allowed to sit 75 days. 
But, in consequence of the expenses which had to 
be incurred, in the shape of mileage, &c., at the 
meeting of the Legislative Assembly in December, 
the committee thought proper to limit the session 
to be held to 50 days. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS referred to the law 
passed at a former session of Congress, and asked 
if it did not prohibit sessions of Territorial Assem- 
blies from being held without am express appropri 
ation being first made. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the reading of the law. 

Mr. DEAN explained the organic law of the 
Territory of Wisconsin on this subject. That re 
quired that there should be a meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on the first Monday in De- 
cember of every year. When the Governor r¢ 
fused to meet them, on the ground that there was 
no appropriation, they adjourned. Now, the ob- 
ject of this bill was to pay them for their meeting 
on this occasion, according to the law of the oo 
ritory. Important business required their early 
meeting; and he hoped the bill would be passed. 


Mr. BRIGGS wished to hear the facts. 7 


last session of Congress, a law was passed, W 
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vided that no session of a Territorial Assembly 
Poald be held, unless an appropriation had pre- 
yously been made. [Several members: “An ap- 
opriation was made.”] Now, he wished to 
tow whether the appropriation was made for the 
meeting in December last. 

Mr. H. DODGE said an appropriation was 
pade in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 


2. 
= Clerk read a clause from that bill, which 
opriated $20,000 for the pay and mileage of 
ibe Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin. 

Mr. BRIGGS wished to be informed whether 

the appropriation was for services past or pro- 
tive. 

Pur. H. DODGE explained. That apprepria- 
tion was for the Legislative Assembly of 1842, but 
was misapplied by the Secretary of the Territory, 
snd applied to the payment of arrearages and old 
jebts of the Territory. That officer contended 
that he had ample reasons to justify him in so do- 
ing. If, then, the Secretary. misapplied the funds 
for the payment of the Legislative Assembly, it was 
pot their fault. 

Mr: D. pressed upon the committee the neces- 
sity of passing this bill. There was now no legis- 
igure, and none could be assembled until the bill 
was passed. Everything was now in the hands of 
the Governor. All appointments were made by 
him, without check or control from any body ef 
counsellors. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that he was not precisely re- 
lieved from his difficulties. If he understood the 
gentleman, he said that the money was appro- 
priated for one purpose, but that the Governor ap- 
plied it to another. 

Mr. FILLMORE, without intending to enter 
into the present controversy, begged leave to make 
an explanation. At the last session of Congress, 
an appropriation was made for this Territory, for 
the year 1842. In recommending the appropria- 
tions, however, the Committee of Ways and Means 
found claims for very large arrearages, which they 
refused to allow; and they only recommended the 
amount of appropriation that had been made the 
year before. When the bill came up in the House, 
amoltion was made to insert an appropriation for 
arrearages, which was rejected. The bill then 
went to the Senate; and finally, for the purpose of 
avoiding these arrearages in future, a section was 
inserted, providing that, hereafter, no sessions of the 
Territorial Legislatures shall be held without an 
appropriation from Congress to pay them. 

This was the state of the case, so far as the 
Committee of Ways and Means was concerned. 
He did not see how it applied to the present ques. 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the provision 
for mileage and per diem for the members of the 
Legislature of lowa, who met on the first Monday 
of December las', and whom the Governor refused 
‘o communicate with, on the ground that there 
Was no appropriation to pay them. 

Mr. MORGAN read a communication from 
Governor Doty and the Secretary of State, to show 
that the session of the Legislature was illegal, and 
that there was no money to pay them. Mr. M. 
Wenton to argue that this fact was known to the 
members of the Legislature. 

_ Mr. POPE said that no appropriation was asked 
in this bill—the appropriation having been already 
made at the last session; and all that was now ask- 
ed, was to direct the proper application of it. In 
May last, Congress made the appropriation for the 
year 1842, having no reference to past debts; and, 
a” to law, the money was appliedto pay 


Mr. UNDERWOOD then said that the whole 
matter turned upon the single point, whether the 
members of the Legislature had any knowledge 
that the amount of the appropriation was expend- 
ed,and that there was no money to pay them. 

Mr. POPE said that there was no evidence to 
show that the Legislature had any such knowledge. 

met on the first Monday of December, pur- 
Suant to adjournment; and the Governor had made 
20 proclamation directing them not to meet. There 
Was no difficulty in the case. The only question 
Was, whether these men, for the short time they 








‘versation ensued, 





met, without any knowledge that the Governor dis- 
approved of their meeting till they assembled to- 
gether, shou!d be paid. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Apams's 
amendment, resulting in ayes 54, noes not counted; 
but there not being a quorum present, there was no 
decision. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to ask one question, on 
the answer to which would depend his vote: Did 
the organic law ef the Territory authorize this 
meeting of the Legislature? 

Mr. POPE said that it did. 

After some remarks from Mr. McKAY, the 
reading of the law providing for the sessions of the 
Legislature was cailed for by several; and that, 
together with the provision in the appropriation 
bill of the last session, referred to by Mr. Fittmorg, 
was read. 


Mr. WISE then said that it appeared that the 
law authorized the Legislature of the Territory 
to fix upon the time of its meetings; and that they 
did fix upon the first Monday in December of every 
year. Now, these were two leading facts; and he 
wished to know whether gentlemen contended that 
the laws above s'ated were repealed by the proviso 
in the appropriation bil! noticed by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Fittmore.] He contended 
thatthey were not repealed, and that the Legislature 
met in pursuance of law. He contended also 
that there was an appropriation to pay them; for 
the appropriation was made for the year 1842, 
and they met in December of that year. Now, if 
the Governor had applied the money to any other 
purpose, or withheld it from them, it was no fault 
of theirs. Mr. W. said that he would not only 
vote for paying them, but he would pass a severe 
censure on any Gevernor, State or Territorial, who 
would dare to make a rump parliament of a Legis- 
lature meeting under an organic law. 

Some explanatiens were made, and some con- 
between Messrs. BRIGGS, 
FILLMORE, WISE, and CUSHING, respeciing 
the appropriation for the Territorial Legislature. 

Mr. BRIGGS understcod that there was an ap- 
propriation for the pay of the members of the 
Legislature during the month of December, which 
embraced the grea’er part of their session. 

Mr. WISE took the same view; but said that 
the Governor of the Territory had applied that mo- 
ney to pay arrearages ef the Legislature; and he 
complained that this was a trick on the legislation 
of Congress. 


Mr. MORGAN entered into some explanations. 

Mr. MEDILL handed to the Clerk a report 
from a committee of the Territorial Legislature, 
which eniered into the great question involved in 
the difference between that body and the Governor, 
and the legality of the meeting of the Legislature. 
He cailed upon the Clerk to read this report for the 
information of the committee. 

The Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee rise; 
which was negatived. 

Mr. EVERETT and Mr. WISE continued the 
debate. 


Mr. HOWARD defended Governor Doty, and 
read from a pamphlet to show that he had been 
guided in his action on the subject in dispute, by 
an act of the Legislature of the Territory, passed 
the 15:h February, 1842, from which he read an 
extract. 

He then went on to vindicate Governor Doty, 
and to charge that the faults found with him to-day 
were intended to be made the ground of an applica- 
tion for his removal. He vindicated Governor D., 
and expressed it as his opinion that that officer 
was quite as competent to decide questions of law 
as the Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee rise, 
and report the several bills laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The vote was taken, and resulted ayes 58, 
noes 58—no quorum. 

Tellers were ordered, who reported ayes 68, 
noes 59—no quorum. 

The committee then rose, and reported the fact 
to the Honse. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House adjourn. 


























The question was taken by yeas and pays, and 
resulted—yeas 58, nays 72. 
The House having again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whele, 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that, in any view of 
the case, the Legislature ought to be paid. Sup- 
pose the appropriation of $20,000 was designed to 
apply to the preceding sessica, and that the money 
was properly applied by Governor Doty. Then, 
the Legislature meeting at their annual session, 
withoat having apy information that the appro- 
priation was exhausted, and that thefe was no 
money to pay them, certainly ought to be paid. 
On the other hand, if the appropriation was for that 
session; and the money was misapplied by Gov- 
ernor Doty, they having no knowledge of the fact, 
still they ought to be paid. In either view of the 
case, the money was justly due them,and they 
ought to have it. 
The question was again put on Mr. Apams’s 
amendment, resulting in ayes 35, noes 70. 
No qaorum voting, tellers were called for, and 
ordered; and the vote being again taken, resulted 
in ayes 34, noes 71. 
The commitiee then being still without a quo- 
rum, rose, and reported the fact to the House. 
Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House ad- 
journ. 
Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted in yeas 53, 
nays 58. 
So the House refosed to adjourn. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD then rose, and said that 
there was no use in moving acali of the Honse. 
« He never knew any good to result from it, and he 
would, therefore, suggest that the best thing they 
could do would be to adjourn. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 3, 1843. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of citizens 
of Clark county, Obio, residing on the line of the 
Cumberland road from Springfield to the Indiana 
line, remonstrating against the proposed change in 
the location of the road, and asking for an appro- 
priation for its continuation: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 


Also, presented°a memorial from citizens of 
Philadelphia, relating to the judgment by which 
Mr. Kendall is now deprived of his personal lib- 
erty, and urging upon Congress the propriety of 
relieving him, by satisfying the judgment: referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EVANS prevented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Eastport, Maine, connected with the ship- 
ping interest, complaining of the depressed state of 
that interest, and attribu'ing it to the want of reci- 
procity in the commercial regulations between the 
United States and the nations with which she trades; 
and praying such alterations in those regulations, 
consistent with treaty stipulations, as will produce 
greater reciprocity: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce.- 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from 
John H. Sherburne, asking compensation for ser- 
vices under appointment from the War Depart- 
ment, rendered in connexion with the removal of 
the Indians from Florida: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
Ithaca, Rochesier, Jefferson county, Cayuga coun- 
ty, New York, one from the city of New York, 
and one from Erie county, Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the bankrupt law: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
chiefs and principal men of the Stockbridge and 
Mansee tribes of Indians, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, on the subject of the bill before Congress 
containing provisions for those Indians to become 
citizens of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Oo motion by Mr. BENTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
to inquire if any (and, if any, what) legislative measures are ne- 
cessary to secure the Shawnee tribe of Indians the payment of 
interest on moneys invested by the United States for the said 
tribe, under the 4th article of the treaty of 1901, 
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Mr. B. presented documents relating to the sub- 
ject; which were referred to the same committee. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Philade!phia, praying for the creation of a 
Government stock of $200,000,000, based on the 

nblic domain, to be divided among the States and 
erritories, in a representative proportion: referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of northern Pennsylvania, concerning the 
operations of the bankrupt law. The memorialists 
state that they are aware that some good may 
grow out of that law; but the preponderance of the 
evil is so great, that, in nineteen out of twenty 
cases, it is absolute oppression and tyranny: and 
they ask for its repeal. The memorial wag ordered 
to he on the table, the Committee on the Judiciary 
being about to report on the subject. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resola- 
tion, which lies on the table one day, under the 
rule, viz: 


Resolved, Thatihe President be requested (so far as it may 
be compatible with the public interest) to communicate to the 
Menate copies of any remonstrance or protest addressed by 
General Cass, Envoy Exuraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States at the court of France, to that Gov- 
ernment, against the ratification, by France, of the quintuple 
treaty, and of all correspondence between the Govern. 
ment of the United States and France, and of all communica- 
tions from the said General Case to his own Government, and 
from this Government to him, relating thereto, and relating to 
the late treaty with Great Britain. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate, for the 
purpose of transmitting to the Judiciary Com- 
mitiee in the other House the petition and docu- 
ments relating to the claim of Jenkins and 
Langtry. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Financeg 
reported a bill for the remission of duties on rail- 
road iron; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bills for the re- 
lief of John Farnham, and for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives and heirs of William Lomax, 
reported them back, without amendment, and with 
reports (which were ordered to be printed) recom. 
mending their indefinite postponement. 

Also, reported back from ithe same commitiee, 
without amendment, and wih a recommendation 
that it do pass, the House bill for the relief of 
Jonathan Britton. ; 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, (to which had been referred Senate bill to 
repeal the bankrupt law, and a similar bill from 
the House of Representatives, and memorials and 
resolutions On the subject of the repeal,) made a 
report, recommending the indefinite postponement 
of the Senate bill, and reported back the Honse bill 
with an entre substitute for it. He asked for the 
printing of ihe repert and substitute for the bill; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved that 1,500 copies 
additional to the usual! quantity of the report and 
bill be printed. 

Mr. KING inguired whether it was a detailed 
report. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that the report and 
bill were of great length. The committee had 
gone into an examinatiof of all the questions con- 
nec'ed with the su! ject which had been presented 
for the consideration of the Senate, through the re- 
port of the Secretary of State, of the decisions of 
the judges of the district courts under that law. 

Mr. KING could not perceive why they shculd 
print an exira quantity of this report. The object 
of the report, he presumed, was for the benefit of 
those who had to legislate wpon the subject. Hf it 
was in‘egded that the report should be printed for 
circulation, with a view to base the response of the 
country upon it, before the action of the Senate on 
the bill, he would only sa’ that it must fail of its 
object; for the action of the Senate will, no doub', 
have taken place before such response could be re- 
ceived. If the report was not a very voluminous 
one, it would find its way into the newspapers, and 
be circulated much sconer than it could be by the 
other mode. He did not presume that, at this 
short session, apy return of public opinion could 
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be had before the action of the Senate: the expense 
of printing would, therefore, be uselessly incurred. 
He hoped it would not be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE remarked that the expense 
of printing the additional quantity proposed would 
be very trifling. After it was printed, he had no 
doubt there would be calls for it from every part of 
the country. As to whether there would be time, 
before the action of the Senate on the bill, to have 
a response from the people on the report and bill 
of the committee, he would only say that there was 
a possibility, at least; and he might express the hope 
that, after the report shall have been examined, 
Senators on the other side, even, would be con- 
vinced that the Jaw should remain on the statute- 
book. 

Mr. WOODBURY said that, if the report was 
not long, he would like to hear it read. 

Mr. BERRIEN replied that the report 
was a voluminous one; and there was a 
long bill accompanying it, which the commit- 
tee propose as a substitute for the bill which 
passed the House. Mr. B. then stated, in 
substance, that the substitute proposed to repeal so 
much of the voluntary clause of the previous law 
as allowed any person, on his own application, to 
take the benefit of the law; that it proposed to 
make the declaration of insolvency conform to the 
provisions of the act of 6 William IV; that it 
leaves it to the option of the creditor to suspend 
action after a declaration of insolvency, or to proce 
ceed to close up the affairs of the debtor, under 
such declaration of insolvency; that the remain- 
ing part of the law was so amended as to confine 
its provisions to what are technically called tra- 
ders; that it proposed to make the consent of a 
majority in amount of the creditors necessary to 
the granting of a certificate to a bankrupt. He 
said there were other important alterations which 
he could not cite from memory. 

The question was put on the motion to print the 
additional quantity, and decided in the affirmative 
—ayes 16, noes 14. 


Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on 
Patents, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, House 
bill for the relief of William Gale. 

fr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported adversely to the passage of 
the bill from the House, for the relief of Anne W. 
Angus: the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Patents, 
under instruction from that committee, moved to 
print the annual report of the Commission of Pat- 
ents; and also to print a quantity “in addition to 
the usual number: the motions were referred to 
the Comimistee on Printing. 


Mr. MILLER gave notice that he would on 
Monday ask the Senate to take up and consider 
the bill for repairing and repaving Pennsylvania 
avenue. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting a report showing the number of clerks 
and other persons employed in that department du- 
ring the year 1842, and their salaries: ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act entitled “An act granting 
pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,” 
approved June, 1838; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 


The unfinished debate on the bill for the occu. 
pation and settlement of the Oregon Territory, 
came up as the special order—the question pending 
being to recommit the bill to a select committee. 

Mr. CHOATE, being entitled to the floor from 
yesterday evening, addressed the Senate for about 
an hour, in reply to Mr. Bewron’s remarks of yes- 
terday. 

He confined himself chiefly to that portion of 
the speech of the Senator from Missouri which re- 
lated to the treaty lately settled between this coun- 
iry and Great Britain, and particularly touching 
the Northwest boundary at this side of the Rocky 
Mountains, between the Lake of the Woods and 
Lake Superior, The force of Mr. C,’s argument 


was to show that the true boundary line jnip 

by the treaty of 1783 was that adopted by the in, 
ty of 1842. First, he held that, at the time 
other route was known than that by the Grand p, 
age and southern chain of water and portage, 
munication; and that the northern water coms 
nication never had been travelied, or, if it had 7 
the Senator from Missouri could not produce tr, 
that, from the creation of the worid to the year [724 
abuman being had ever passed from Lake Spy 
to the Lake of the Woods by the northern ToUle 
In support of his view that the Portage ronie 
ihe boundary line intended by the treaty of \7 
he adverted to various documentary and histori, 
evidences, and referred to the English maps of th 
day, and the writings of persons belonging jo 4, 
Northwest fur companies. He insisted that, wh 

he was able to produce such a quantity of ¢op, 
current testimony in support of his position, aj 
the Senator from Missouri had not hitherto pp 
duced a particle of evidence in proof of his 4 
conclusion was inevitable that the southern roy 
was that intended by the treaty of 1783; and there 
fore the treaty of 1842, instead of altering the 
boundary line, had merely carried out, in fact, the 
spirit and intention of the old treaty. 


Mr. BENTON assured the Senator that his prooiy 
of the northern line being the proper one were aby, 
dantand overwhelming. He had a point now, which 
he meant io stick to, until the attention of the Amer. 
ican people was fixed upon it; and that was, that ther 
interests had been sacrificed to British interesis 
and the boundary line of the United States hai 
been removed for the exclusive benefit of the 
British, and to the irreparable injury of our om 
country. He took the treaty of 1783, and read its 
provisions in relation to the boundary line between 
the Lake of the Woods and Lake Superior, ani 
showed that they explicitly and expressly men. 
tioned that from Pigeon river the water communi. 
cation was to be followed for tracing the line, 
Now, the northern water communication fron 
Pigeon river is continuous, with the exception of a 
portage of €27 paces; whereas the southern route 
is not, strictly speaking, a water communication, 
but a route partly water and parily portage—ihe 
portage amounting, altogether, to 27 miles. |t 
was easy to see that the term “water communice 
tion” could only apply to the northern route; and 
that nothing bat a strained construction, to give 
the British all the benefit of the mere technical 
ity that there was no continuous water commu 
nication, could have been adopted to fix upon 
the portage route as the boundary line meant 
by the treaty of 1783. He then compared 
the most accurate American map lately pub. 
lished, in which all the land and water marks 
are accurately laid down, with the wording of the 
treaty of 1783; aud proved that there was such 4 
circumstantial corroboration that the northern line 
was the true boundary line meant, that it was im- 
possible to avoid that conclusion, unless a predetet- 
mination existed to interpret everything just as the 
British wished. The British themselves, until 1814, 
never thought of any other line; or why would 
they then ask in such gentle language for a revis- 
ion of the boundary line? Why did they, it 
1802, remove from the Grand Portage to a pos 
tion 50 miles north, but to get off our territory, 
and escape paying duties to us for goods brought 
within what they then knew was our territory! 
Mr. B. read various historical facts concerning 
Mr. Jay’s treaty of 1794, which treaty was not lo 
go into effect till 1796, to show that it was in cot 
sequence of Mr. Jay’s refusal to give the British 
fur company any joint right of communication 
south of the northern water communication, that 
they had to remove, in 1802, fifty miles north, 
where they remained forty years, till brought back 
by our Secretary-negotiator in 1842, and allowed 
the exclusive occupation of the portage roule— 
for it was idle to call it a joint occupation, 
as our cilizens could not attempt anything Jolt 
ly about it, without subjecting themeelves 1 
be waylaid and shot down by the company’s! 
lies, their Indian bloodhounds. This compaty, 
which could now command twelve hundred of iis 
own men, congregated on the northern bank of Ar- 
row river, within a stone’s throw of our territory, 
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we ; peen thus advantageously placed for British 
he , in every Way adverse to our interests—in 
ime, sion better than they occupied last war, when 


us sixty millions of dollars to defend our- 
ainst their aggressions, and those of their 
nd allies, the Indians. Our Secretary-ne- 
igor, stadious of promoting British interests 
my prost’alibg those of his own country, had al-* 
this Hudson Bay Company a joint use of our 
portage route, entirely within our own territory, 
od the only commercial route in the whole region; 
yod bad exempted their goods from the duties 
sich our Own citizens would have to pay on 
_ He had precluded our citizens from com- 
ring with them on equal terms, and called this a 
tot riot ue, where everything should be exclusively 
wii ,ivantageous to the British. Yet this was the ef- 
tof atreaty which the Senator from Massachv- 
wits calledupon us to thank God Almighty and 
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. Daniel Webster for having blessed us with. He @ 
th sis0 tells us of the insignificance of this mere use 
n fab of the portage, which he considers of mere mutual || 
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jf such things are so valueless, why are they at 
gach pains to attain them? It js because they are 
of inestimable valoe in their far-reaching policy. 
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‘abun commissioners, and General Porter’s refusal to ac- 


A hit cede to the British propositions, on the ground that 
sal ehad no authority to depart from the terms of 


the treaty of 1783. He quoted the correspond- 
ence and negotiations of every period 













crests, since 


= 1783, in which any effort was made by Great 
pe Briain to get a revision of the boundary line; 


and concluded by showing that the present Sec- 
retary of State had done what all previous Ameri- 
can statesmen, negotiators, and administrations 
had, with true American hearts, and feelings alive 
0 American interests, utterly refused todo. It 
was now, for the first time, that an American ne- 
gotiator, with British interests at heart—an Ameri- 
can negotiator whose feelings throughout the late 
war were with the British; and who, after the mas- 
sacre at the river Raisin, asked us if that was the 
enlerlainment to which we were invited;—it was 
now, for the first time, that we had an American 
negotiator capable of sacrificing the interests of his 
country for British interests—of altering our bound- 
ary line to the entire aggrandizement of England, 
and the disadvantage of the United States; and to 
give a British trading company an exemption from 
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7“ duties in our own tefritory, to which our citizens, 
neant Ma competition with them, are subjected. But it 
cared ae all of a piece with the favor he showed the 
pub: British throughout the late war, and corresponds 
narks ME With the part he took against his own country. 

of the Mr. B. rejoiced that he had at last roused the 
ch a attention of the Senate to the importance of this 
» line question about the Northwest boundary line. He 
$ im. should now stick to it until the whole country was 
leler- roused up to a proper understanding of the matter. 
s the MAE The people of the United States should see how 
1814, their Secretary-negotiator had sacrificed their in- 
ould Mae (tests and rights of their country to the same Brit- 
evis- Ma 0 power whose advoca'e he was in war. They 
, in fe Shallsee that there is a striking conformity be- 
posi. fam ‘Ween his negotiations now, and his speeches du- 
tory, Mam "ing that war. 

ught Mr. WOODBRIDGE said as he had been re- 
ory? quested to state to the Senate the opinion he enter- 
ning lained as to the general correctness of the account 
ot to given by Mr. McGillivray respecting the North- 
con: western boundary, he could only say that, as far 
ilish $F 2 Mr. McGillivray himself was concerned, he 
ition was aman whose characier, reputation, and stand- 
that ibg, rendered his statements, in his (Mr. W.’s) 
oth, JF pinion, worthy of the fullest credence. Mr. W. 
ack proceeded to state that Mr. McGillivray, who had 
wed MP deena highly respected member cf the Colonial 
‘e— 9% Government of Canada, had brought upon him- 
ion, self the censure of the British ministry by the 
pint course he took in regard to that boundary, because 
sto it was considered more favorable to this country 
sal: HM than to Great Britain. No one could be better 
any, MM able than that gentleman was to give an accurate ac- 
fils count of the situation of the country, for no man 
Ar- was better acquainted with its true situation, 

ory, Mr. CHOATE said he presumed that we now 


Mr. B. referred to the negotiations with our | 
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had the whole proof which the honorable Senator 
- from Missouri was able to adduce in support of his 
position. And in what did it consist? There was 
nothing but this map which the bonorable Senater 
had exhibited to them. [Mr.Benron. There are 
forty others.] But those we had not seen. He 


had asked the honorable Senator to go back as far | 


as the year 1783, and give any evidence sufficient | 


to constitute a reasonable ground of belief that his 
position was correct; and he referred him to a map 
made in the year 1839, by a patriotic countryman 


of hisown, who knew nothing about the matter | 


which was now the subject in dispute. The Sena- 
tor declared that there were forty other maps which 
would show the same thing. He (Mr. Cnoate) 
believed he might safely aver that every one of 
the forty was equally at fault in respect to this 


* matter. 


It was well known to every one that it was 
Mitchell’s map which had been the main guide 
in the formation of treaties. He prayed the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Missouri and of the 
Senate to Mitcheli’s map, which he now exhib- 
ited tothem. Our own patriotic diplomatists had 
said of Mitchell’s map, that, though in some re- 
spects erroneous, it was upon the whole the best, 
and we ought to stick toit. This map furnished 
additional evidence in favor of the southern route. 

Mr. C. then proceeded to argue that the 
southern route had always been the recognised 
boundary, and that no change had been made in 
it under the late treaty; that it remained pre- 
cisely as settled by Mr. Jay’s treaty; and he again 
called upon the Senator from Missouri to produce 
evidence to sustain the position he had taken. 


Mr. BENTON said the Senator had rejected the 
testimony of his own countrymen, and had taken 
that of the British. The gentleman seemed willing 
to rely upon this British map in this case, although 
he would not permit it to be any authority in the 
case of the Northeastern boundary. If the gen- 
tleman was so fond of citing British authorities, he 
should have the opportunity of examining the 
atlidavits of eight of the Northwest Company. 


He was now done with the matter for the pres- 
ent; but he would yet demonstrate to tlte Amer- 
ican people, that the line had been sltered, and in- 
gloriously altered. 


Mr. ARCHER said the whole of the Senate must 
be sensible that this debate had gone far enough. 
He hoped it would now Le terminated. He rose 
for the purpose of withdrawing the moiion, which 
was before the Senate, for the recommitment of the 
bill to a select committee; for he had been advised, 
and had become convinced, thatsuch a motion was 
irregular and unparliamentary. He could not 
persist in the motion, although he still desired to 
attain the object he had in view in making it— 
namely, to ascertain the sense of the Senate as to 
the propriety of retaining that clause which had 
given rise to so much debate. If that object could 
not be accomplished in any other way, he now 
gave notice that he would renew the motion to 
refer the bill to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 


Mr. WALKER expressed himself in favor of 
the bill in its present form, and had been its adyo- 
cate for five years. The Senator from Virginia 
misconceived him, if he uncerstood bim as desiring 
to make a motion to strike out the provision by a 
unanimous vote. He had merely suggested to the 
gentlemen favorable to the general objects of the 
bill, but opposed to the provision for granting 
lands, that they might, by unanimous consent, be 
allowed to be placed in such a position as to en- 
able them to take, a direct vote on that point. 


Mr. LINN remarked that the Senator from Vir- 
ginia would see that the motion to strike out could 
not come from the friends of the bill. The Senator 
himself might make it. 

Here a conversational discussion arose as to the 
best mode of attaining the object of taking a direct 
vote on the land provision, and other portions of 
the bill considered objectionable; and it was at last 

’ decided that the vote ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed, and the vote on concurring in the ameffd- 
ments of the commitiee of the whole, should be 
reconsidered; which was done, 
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The bill then came up as in committee of the 
whole again; when 

Mr. BENTON rose and stated that, to his utter 
astonishment, cn looking: te the map which the 
Senator from Massachusetts had, when up a few 
moments ago, presented to the Senate as evidence 
of the boundary line of 1783, he had found it was 
Mitchell's old map of 1755. When the Senator 
argued from it, he (Mr. B.) and, he supposed, all 
the Senate, took it forjgranied it was Mitchell's 
improved map of some date subsequent to the 
treaty of 1783. Teo his utier astonishment, he 
found that a map printed eight-and-twenty years 
before the treaty of peace—a map printed in 1755 
-—was brought forward to show the boundary line 
settled by a treaty of 1783! 

Mr. CHOATE said he had called for Mitcheli’s 
map, and that it had been brought to him. His 
object in using it was to show the only water. 
course known at the time. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that Hunter's island 
was not laid down in that map at all. 

Here the subject of the map dropped, and the 
discussion on the motion pending when the inter- 
ruption occurred was resumed. 

Mr. ARCHER now made the motion to strike 
out the clause of the bill about which there had 
been so much discussion, granting land to settlers 
in the Oregon. 

Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. HENDERSON expressed the opinion that 
the bill would be useless and valueless without the 
clause holding out inducements for persons to set- 
tle that territory—the clause giving or promising 
a bonus inland. He would vote against striking 
itout. And if it was stricken out, he would not 
vote for any appropriation, conceiving that it 
would then be useless. The object of the bill was 
to settle the country; and bo settlement could be 
obtained without the inducement. He hoped the 
amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. BAGBY said he would vote to strike out the 
clause; by!, in thus voling he did not wish it to be 
considered as an indication of a change of opinion 
in regard to the late treaty. The two subjects had 
been connecied in debating this question, which was 
the reason why he thought it proper that he should 
make this declaration. His opinions as to the late 
treaty had undergone no change. 


Mr. CALHOUN was understood to take excep- 
tion to the manner in which the vote was about to 
betaken. He understood that a general consent 
had been given to a ree: nsideration of the vote on 
the engrossment, and on the amendment of the 
committee of the whole to the bill, with a view to 
afford those who had objections to the provisions of 
the bill, besides the land clause, an opportunity to 
have those cbjectionable parts removed. But, as 
the question was then presented, that opportunity 
could not be afforded. If the land clause should 
be stricken out, it would not remove his objections 
to the bill. He bad farther objections to it. It was 
his desire to make the provisions of the bill con- 
form, in ali respects, to existing treaty stipula- 
tions. It was important that it should. Witha 
view of preserving his inclination to produce such 
conformity, it was necessary that the bill should be 
committed to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Genilemen could strike out the Jand provision, or 
not, as it might please them; but he would stand 
aloof, if his inclination to make the bill conform 
in all ils paris to the treaty stipulations could not 
be preserved. It was well known that it was the 
desire of a majority of those who had spoken 
against the bill to have it committed to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations; therefore the vote 
about to be taken could not remove that desire. 

Some conversation here took place between 
Messrs. SEVIER, WALKER,CALHOUN, KING, 
and BUCHANAN, as to the object for which the 
general consent of the Senate had been given to 
admit a motion for the reconsideration of the vote 
on the engrossment of the bill. The discussion 
was ended, however, by 

Mr. CONRAD, who renewed the motion (which 
had been previously made, but withdrawn) to com- 
mit the bill to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, 
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Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend the motion to 
commit, so as to make il a motion to commit, with 
instructions to strike out the clause giving a bounty 
in Jand. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend thai amend- 
ment with the words “‘and such other parts as the 
committee may think expedient.” 

Mr. ARCHER suggested to the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Tarran] to withdraw the amendment to 
commit with instructions. It would be better to let 
it go to the committee without limitation. 

Mr. TAPPAN acquiesced in the suggestion, 
and withdrew his proposition. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
commit and decided in the negalive—yeas 22, nays 
24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 


Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton,” Evans, 
Graham, Huntington. McDuffie, Miller, Porter, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Sprague, ‘Talimadge, and Woodbridge--22 


NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberta, Mangum, Merrick, Phelpa, 
Sevier, Bmith of Connecticut, Bmith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

The question now recurring on the motion to 
strike out the clause giving a bounty, in land, of 
640 acres to each individual settler— 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that the motion to 
commit the bill to the Cemmittee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, with a view to make us provisions conform 
to treaty stipulations, having failed, he would, 
consequently, vote for striking out the land clause. 

The question was then put on striking out the 
land clause; and decided in the negative—yeas 22, 
nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 


Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, McDuffie, Miller, Porter, Rives, Sim- 
mona, Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge,—22. 

NAYS—Mesars. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williama, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—24. 


The amendments of the committee of the whole 
were concurred in; and the question now being, 
Shall the bill be engrossed for a third reading? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. McDUFFIE was understood to express a 
desire to say something on the bill before the final 
vote was decided, and desired a postponement of 
the question for that purpose. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tap 
pan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young— 24. 

NAYS—Measts. Archer, Baghy, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Calhoun, Cheate, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, McDuffie, Miller, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Sprague, 
Talimadge, and Woodbridge—22, 


Mr. MERRICK expressed the hope that the 
question would be taken on the final passage of the 
bill. It had been a long time under discussien, 
and had impeded the progress of ether important 
bills. He had no doubt every Senator’s mind was 
made up as to the passage of the bill. Nothing 
could be gained by the party opposed to the bill, by 
the delay of the question on its passage, because 
there were but four members absent, two of whom 
were known to be in favor of the biil. 

Mr. SEVIER made some remarks not distinctly 
heard. 

Mr. MERRICK said if the bill was postponed 
till Monday, he was confident the discussion would 
be renewed. He hoped the question would be put. 

Mr. McDUFFIE here waived his desire to 
speak on the bill before the vote on its passage. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed 
on a count—ayes 24, noes not counted. 

Mr. TALLMADGE gave notice that he would, 
on Monday, move to postpone all previous special! 
orders of that day, with the view of taking up the 
exchequer bill. 

On motion, it was agreed, that, when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn till Monday next. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, 

The Seaate adjourned till Monday. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, February 3, 1843. 


Mr. CASEY presented the petition of William 
McCabe, of Clark county, Illinois, praying to be 
paid for a horse lost in the service of the United 
States: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. LANE presented the reselutions of the Siate 
of Indiawa on the subject of the reduction of post- 
age, the extension of the pension laws, the con- 
struction of a harbor at Michigan City, and the 
improvement of the Wabash river. 

r. MARSHALL of Maine presented the pe- 
tition of S. M. H. Grant and fifty others, citizens 
of Prospect, Me., praying for an increase of duties 
on lumber and wood. 


RETRENCHMENT. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
and reporttothe House whether the several resolutions of the 
House adopted at the last session for the retrenchment of the 
expenditures of the House have been carried into effect there; 
and in what manner the same has been done; and that they 
also report whether any and what further steps should be 
taken in relation thereto, for the enfercement of the orders of 
the House, orthe curtailment of its expenditures. 


Mr. CUSHING asked if the subject wa; not al- 
ready in charge of one of the standing commit- 
tees. 

The SPEAKER said no. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then expressed a desire 
that he should not be puton the committee, and 
that it should be composed of the same gentlemen 
who constituted the retrenchment committee of last 
session. 

The SPEAKER inquired what number the com- 
mittee should consist of. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that five would be 
the most appropriate number. 

Mr. DEAN, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, reported a bill to establish a town at the Cedar 
Key in Florida: read twice, and referred to the 
Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. GENTRY gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill to amend the act entitled “An act 
for the relief of George Mayfield.” 

Oa motion of Mr. DANIEL, the Committee on 
Roads and Canals were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of the citizens of 
Dade county, Alabama. 

The committees were then called on for reports. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the payment of navy pensions due on the Ist 
July, 1843, and on the Ist January, 1844: read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the Committee 
of Ways and Means was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the report of the Secretary of 
War, in relation to the Potomac bridge; and the 
same was referred to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Sam. Wel- 
ler. (General laughter.) Read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. COWEN, from ‘the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Robert E. Jennings, James Roddy, and 
Robert B. Carter: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. OSBORNE and Mr. WARREN, from the 
same committee, made several adverse reports; 
which were ordered to lie. 

On motion of Mr. WINTHROP, the Committee 
of the Whole were discharged from the considera- 
tion of bills 575 and 576; and the same were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the Committee of 
the Whole be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the general, civil, and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, and that the said bill be recom- 
fitted to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with a view to the introduction, by that committee, 
oc a new bill: the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL of Maine, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of the 





owners of the schooner Joseph of Wareham. 
also a bill for the relief of the owners ands 
of the schooner Perdido: read twice, and ed 
to the Committee of the Whole Honse, - 

Mr. MORROW, from the Commitiee op Pablg 


» Lands, reported a bill providing for the sale 


certain lands in Obio and Michigan ceded by 
Wyandot tribe of Indians, and for other py 
read twice, and laid on the Speaker’s table, 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee op Pat. 
lic Lands, reported a bill explanatory of aD ae 
entitled “An act to amend an act granij 
emption rights to certain settlers,” approved J 
1838. Mr. C. expressed the hope that no Objection 
would be interposed to the passage of this jj) ba 
that it would be allowed to lie on the Speaker 
table for the early action of the House. 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved that the bill be reje. 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state , 
the Union. 

This motion was voted down by a large major, 
ty, and the bill ordered to lie on the Speajery 
table. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Commitiy 
of the Whole were discharged from the furthe 
consideration of the bill No. 334, and the same wy 
ordered to lie un the Speaker’s table. 


MAYOR OF ALEXANDRIA. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Commitiee fy 
the District of Columbia, reported the Senate bj) 
“to amend the charter of the town of Alexandria” 
providing for the election of the Mayor of Ale. 
andria by the people. He hoped the bill would k 
passed without delay, and for that purpose move 
the previous question. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said this was an in. 
portant bill, and therefore should be referred \ 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle. 
man from Kentucky insisted on his motion for th 
previous question. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he did. 

The SPEAKER then said the bill could not b 
debated. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the reading o 
the bill, and it was read accordingly. He the 
inquired what were the present qualifications re 
quired of voters in the town of Alexandria. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that all housekeeper 
might vote at present for members of the Commo 
Council. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON. Then the bill stil 
confines the right of suffrage to freeholders only. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the bill be laid 
the table, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for the yeas ani 
nays on the motion. They were taken, andre: 
sulted—yeas 51, nays 127. . 

So the House refused to lay the bill on th 
table. . 

The question then recurred on the second to the 
demand for the previous question; which was cal 
ried, and the main question ordered. 

The main question, being on the third reading 0 
the bill, was also carried; and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

Reports from committees being the next busines 
in order— 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Commitee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill to abolish publi 
executions in capital cases; which was twice ret 
and referred. . 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee ot 
Indian Affairs, made an adverse report on the cast 
“Sepa C. Murray; which was laid on 
table. 

Mr. W. 0. BUTLER, from the Committee 
Military Affairs, reported back, with an amené: 
ment, the bill from the Senate for the relief 0 
William De Peyster and H. M, Cook. 3 

Mr. A. H. H. STUART, from the Committee’ 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief o 
Seth Sweeizer; which was twice read, and referree. 

Mr. RODNEY, from the Committee on Rev 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
Hannah Jenkins, widew of James Jenkins; ¥ 
was twice read, and referred. 
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